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PREFACE 


Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

Wath-upon-Dearne. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
Wath-upon-Dearne  Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 

I  include  in  this  annual  report  of  the  health  of  your 
district  details  of  the  County  Council  health  and  school  health 

services. 

The  population  showed  a  natural  increase  of  103,  but 
the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  population 
for  mid-1968  was  30  more  than  for  mid-1967. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  in  the  district.  6  infant 
deaths  were  recorded  from  a  total  of  266  live  births.  5  of  the 
6  infants  died  in  hospital.  The  infant  mortality  rate  (deaths 
under  one  year  of  age  per  thousand  live  births)  was  22.6 
which  compared  with  a  West  Riding  rate  of  18.5  and  the  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  of  18.3.  The  rate  for  health  division 
No.  26  as  a  whole  was  19.0. 

The  corrected  birth  rate  of  16.1  was  lower  than  that 
recorded  for  1967.  The  West  Riding  rate  is  17.8. 

The  corrected  death  rate  was  12.3  (West  Riding  12.6) 
and  was  lower  than  the  rate  for  the  previous  year. 

The  total  deaths  were  163  of  which  53  were  due  to 
diseases  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels,  29  to  cancer  in  various 
sites,  19  to  respiratory  diseases  and  25  to  vascular  lesions  of 
the  nervous  system.  These  correspond  to  rates  of  3.46  (West 
Riding  4.34);  1.89  (West  Riding  2.14);  1.89  (West  Riding 
1.66);  and  1.63  (West  Riding  1.76). 

There  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis  or  from  in¬ 
fectious  diseases. 

II  illegitimate  births  were  registered  compared  with  16 
for  the  previous  year,  with  one  death.  4%  of  all  births  were 
illegitimate. 
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Sections  ‘C\  ‘D’  and  E’  of  this  report  have  been  com¬ 
piled  by  Mr.  W.  W.  Wilkinson,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
and  relate  to  the  environmental  aspect  of  the  work  of  the 
Public  Health  Department. 

I  am  indebted  to  all  who  have  assisted  in  the  work  of 
the  Department,  and  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  for  their  continued  support  and 
assistance. 


I  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  J.  CUSITER. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Divisional  Public  Health  Office, 

Dunford  House, 

Wath-upon-Dearne, 

Rotherham. 

Tel.  No.  Wath-upon-Dearne  2251/2. 
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SECTION  "A” 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 
( a )  General  Statistics 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,665 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of 

Resident  Population  Mid-1968  ...  ...  15,330 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at 

31st  December  1968  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,534 

Population  density  (persons  per  house)  ...  2.8 

House  density  (houses  per  acre)  ...  ...  1.9 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...£629,638 

Net  product  of  Id.  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £2.428 


(b)  Physical  and  Social  Conditions 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  year  end  showed 
an  increase  of  182  on  the  number  occupied  at  31st  December 
1967.  Forty  houses  were  demolished  or  closed  during  the  year, 
and  222  were  completed,  196  by  the  local  authority  and  26 
by  private  enterprise. 


An  increase  of  30  in  the  resident  population  is  estimated 
by  the  Registrar  General,  although  there  was  a  natural  increase 
of  103  i.e.  266  live  births  and  163  deaths. 


The  coal  industry  is  still  the  major  employer  of  labour 
in  the  area. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births  : 


Males 

Females 

Total 

T  otal  ...  ...  ...  ... 

144 

122 

266 

Legitimate 

139 

116 

255 

Illegitimate 

5 

6 

11 

Live  Birth  Rate  (uncorrected) 

per  1,000  population  ... 

. . 

. . . 

17.4 

Live  Birth  Rate  (corrected) 

per  1,000  population  ... 

•  •  •  •  • 

•  .  . 

16.1 

Illegitimate  live  births  percentage 
of  total  live  births 

•  •  • 

Still-births  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

T  otal  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Rate  per  1.000  live  and  still  births 

1 1.2 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total  Live  and  Still-births 

145 

124 

269 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age 

♦ 

♦ 

Males 

Females 

Total 

T  otal  ...  ...  ...  ... 

4 

2 

6 

Legitimate 

4 

1 

5 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 

live  birth 

s 

22.6 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births 

19.6 

6 


Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births  ... 


91.0 


Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks 

per  1,000  total  live  births)  ...  ...  ...  18.8 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 

week  per  1,000  total  live  births)  ...  ...  15.0 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still-births  and  deaths 
under  1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and 
still-births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26.0 

Maternal  mortality,  including  abortion  : 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births  ...  ...  0.0 

Total  Deaths  .  163 

Death  Rate  (uncorrected)  ...  ...  ...  10.6 

Death  Rate  (corrected)  ...  ...  ...  ...  12.3 

Natural  increase  of  population  ...  ...  ...  103 
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Causes  of  Death  at  different  periods  of  life  during  1968  in  the  Urban  District  of  Wath-upon-Dearne 

General  Register  Office,  Somerset  House,  Strand  W.C.2. 
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Causes  of  Death  at  different  periods  of  life  during  1968  in  the  Urban  District  of  Wath-upon-Dearne 

General  Register  Office,  Somerset  House,  Strand  W.C.2. 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  1968 


u  -c 
O  £ 


£ 

o 

Q 


Vi 

C 


Vi 

C 


£ 


Q 


T3 

4i 


Q 


CJ 

p 

M 

O 

-C 

4-J 

< 


CQ  £ 


OO 

vd 


4> 

03 


< 


4) 

4> 


* 


C\l 

vd 


w 

4> 

«*—» 

3 

c 

■§ 

o 

CM 


CM 

vd 


>s 

3 

T3 


OO 

o 


Vi 

>> 

3 

"O 

CM 


»-l|M 

to 


co 

_C 

4-1 

c 

o 

£ 

CM 


>N 

3 

TJ 


-C 

4J 

3 

o 

T3 

o 

41 

to 

3 

3 

u 


■5 

3 

(j 


3 
•  ^ 

G 

O  M 
P  JC 

3 

f  £ 

a  g 

o 

■5  2 

§« 

l  to 

aO 

3  -Q 


co 

-3  3 

3  T3 

-G  «X5 
4* 

U  _ 

2  S 

'g/S. 


41 

CD 

co 

JS 

t_ 

i~ 

O 

a 

B 

m  ^ 
G  CQ 

X-G 
O  — . 
c  ra 


CO 


3 
u, 

_Q 

4>  .  • 

4>  G 

U 


4) 


~o  C 


.2 

x 


4 ) 

3 

"O 

4) 

co  CO 

a  ■— 

g  § 

o  6  p 

u  a  P 

.Jiii 
p"  G  £ 
3  a  ° 

c  0  £ 

n  -G 
e  u 
£  G  £ 

p  2c2 

CXCQ  — 


3 

£ 

4> 

T3 

O  ^ 

£  G 

*-S 

u 

41  QJ 
U  <-<-l  4-1 

3  G  U 
~  ■  3 

J3  <U  £ 

4-* 

3  b 

to  o 


>— i  3  -O  u 


O 
3  5 

3 

C,  3 


3 

u 

a 


* 

c 

3 

3 

£ 

4) 

u 

a 

41 

£ 

4l 

■4—i 

X 

W 

3 


"3 


o 

OO 

cO 

OO 

VO 

OO 

VO 

oo 

'O 

oo 

VO 

OO 

vO 

-t—t 

CM 

oo 

o\ 

d 

3 

Q 

O 

CM 

d 

d 

oo 

d 

• 

A 

’  ' 

1 

CM 

CO 

T* 

in 

vd 

1  1 


Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough  Inst. 


Wath-upon-Dearne,  1968 


Wath-upon 

Dearne 
Urban 
District  1968 

Div.  26 

1968 

Aggregate 

West  Riding 
Urban 
Districts 

West  Ridin( 
J  Administra¬ 
tive  County 

England 
and  Wales 

Population 

15,330 

110,070 

1,260,340 

1,774,270 

* 

Live  Births  (Crude) 

17  4 

18  2 

17-5 

17-6 

Live  Births  (Corrected) 

161 

17*9 

17-8 

16-9 

Death  Rate — All  causes 

Crude 

10  6 

1 1-2 

12*3 

11-6 

Death  Rate — All  causes 

Corrected 

12  3 

12  9 

12  6 

1 1  -9 

Tuberculosis: — 

Respiratory  . 

0  00 

0  02 

0  03 

0  03 

0  03 

Other  Forms 

0.00 

004 

0  02 

0  01 

0  01 

All  Forms  . 

0  00 

0  05 

0  05 

0  05 

0  04 

Cancer . 

1  -89 

2  07 

2-25 

2  14 

2-32 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the 

Nervous  System 

1  -63 

1-52 

1  89 

1  76 

* 

Heart  and  Circulatory 

Diseases 

3-46 

3  69 

4  64 

4-34 

* 

Respiratory  Diseases 

1  89 

1  -95 

1-74 

1  -66 

* 

Maternal  Mortality 

000 

0  00 

0  09 

0  09 

0-24 

Infantile  Mortality 

22-6 

19  0 

19  7 

18  5 

18-3 

Neo  Natal  Mortality 

18-8 

16*5 

131 

121 

12-4 

Perinatal  Mortality 

26.0 

31-4 

25-8 

25-0 

24-7 

Still-Births 

11-2 

16  7 

14  4 

14-3 

14  3 

*  Figures  not  available 
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DIVISIONAL  VITAL  STATISTICS 


It  should  be  remembered  that  the  rates  quoted  below 
are  calculated  on  relatively  small  numbers  and  that  variations 
from  year  to  year  may  or  may  not  be  statistically  valid.  It  is 
of  value,  however,  to  compare  the  differing  rates  over  a  period 
of  years. 


Live  Births  : 

In  the  Divisional  Area  in  1968  165  illegitimate  births 
have  been  recorded  from  a  total  of  2,039  live  and  still  births. 
8%  of  all  births  in  the  Division  were  therefore  illegitimate. 
Two  years  ago  the  percentage  of  illegitimate  births  was  5.5, 
and  in  1967  it  was  7%.  This  rising  trend  in  illegitimate  births 
applies  to  the  whole  country  but  is  more  pronounced  in  the 
larger  cities  and  towns. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  Division  in  1968  was  18.2  per 
thousand  live  births,  which  is  similar  to  the  rate  for  the 
previous  year.  For  the  administrative  county  the  rate  in  1968 
was  17.6  and  for  England  and  Wales  it  was  16.9.  The 
Divisional  rate  is  therefore  slightly  higher  than  that  for  the 
West  Riding  and  the  country  as  a  whole. 

The  natural  increase  of  population,  i.e.  excess  of  births 
over  deaths  in  1968,  was  773.  However,  the  Registrar 
General’s  estimate  of  the  population  for  mid-1968  for  the 
Division  as  a  whole  showed  only  an  increase  of  80.  It  would 
appear,  therefore,  that  slightly  under  700  people  have  moved 
from  the  area  during  the  year.  There  has  been  a  contraction 
of  the  coal  industry,  and  it  may  be  that  some  of  the  families 
have  moved  to  other  areas  of  the  country  in  search  of  alter¬ 
native  employment.  There  is  also  a  noticeable  increase  in  the 
size  of  the  populations  of  adjoining  rural  districts,  and  it  is  not 
unlikely  that  local  families  are  moving  into  the  neighbouring 
villages  where  modern  houses  have  recently  been  constructed 
in  pleasant  surroundings. 


Deaths  : 

The  unadjusted  death  rate  for  the  Division  from  all 
causes  was  1 1 .2  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  population.  The 
corresponding  rate  for  the  West  Riding  was  11.6  and  for 
England  and  Wales  1  1 .9. 


Infant  Mortality  : 

The  infant  death  rate  for  the  whole  of  the  Division  in 
1968  was  19-0  per  thousand  live  births  compared  with  a  rate 
of  25-9  in  1967  and  22-1  in  1966.  This  improvement  in  the 


infant  mortality  rate  is  encouraging  and  it  compares  with  a 
rate  of  18-5  for  the  West  Riding  administrative  county,  and 
18*3  for  England  and  Wales.  A  total  of  38  infants  died  under 
one  year  of  age,  and  30  of  these  survived  less  than  seven  days. 
Prematurity  remains  the  dominant  factor  and  22  of  the  38 
infants  which  died  were  born  prematurely. 


Peri-natal  Mortality  : 

The  peri-natal  mortality  rate  includes  all  stillbirths  and 
deaths  of  infants  under  one  week  of  age  per  thousand  live  and 
stillbirths.  It  therefore  provides  a  reliable  guide  to  the  standard 
of  maternal  care.  In  1968  the  peri-natal  mortality  rate  for  the 
Health  Division  26  was  31-4  as  against  a  rate  of  29-5  in  1967. 
The  rate  for  the  West  Riding  administrative  county  in  1968 
was  25-0. 

The  stillbirth  rate  per  thousand  live  and  stillbirths  was 
16-7  compared  with  14*3  in  1967  and  the  increase  in  this  rate 
is  reflected  in  the  peri-natal  mortality  rate.  The  stillbirth  rate 
per  thousand  live  and  stillbirths  for  the  West  Riding  admini¬ 
strative  county  in  1968  was  14-3. 


T  uberculosis 

As  in  the  two  previous  years  there  was  a  total  of  6 
deaths  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  in  1968.  This  corresponds 
to  a  death  rate  of  0-05  per  thousand  of  the  population.  The 
rate  for  respiratory  tuberculosis  was  0  02,  and  for  other  forms 
of  tuberculosis  0-04. 

If  the  present  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  is  to  be 
maintained  and  improved,  we  must  continue  our  efforts  at 
eradication  of  this  disease. 


Cancer  : 

A  total  of  228  deaths  were  attributed  to  cancer  of  all 
sites  in  1968  and  this  was  an  increase  of  20  deaths  over  the 
figure  for  1967.  The  death  rate  was  2*07  (1-95  in  1967  and 
1-76  in  1966).  Deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  totalled  56 
which  is  one  fewer  than  in  1967.  25%  of  all  cancer  deaths  were 
due  to  cancer  of  the  lung,  and  all  but  6  of  the  deaths  were 
in  males. 

There  were  9  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  uterus 
corresponding  to  a  death  rate  of  0-08  per  thousand  of  the 
estimated  population.  The  rate  for  the  administrative  county 
was  0-09. 


Cerebrovascular  Diseases  : 

The  death  rate  attributed  to  this  cause  was  1-52 
compared  with  a  West  Riding  rate  of  1-76.  Linder  this  heading 
deaths  are  included  from  such  factors  as  strokes  due  to 
cerebral  haemorrhage,  thrombosis  or  embolism,  and  mortality 
increases  progressively  with  age. 


Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  : 

This  group  of  diseases  includes  coronary  diseases  and 
angina,  and  represents  the  most  common  cause  of  death  in  the 
country.  Mortality  is  appreciably  higher  at  the  age  of  55  and 
upwards.  The  rate  for  the  Division  in  1968  was  3*69  which 
compares  with  the  rate  of  4-34  for  the  county  as  a  whole. 


Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System  : 

215  deaths  were  recorded  under  this  heading  of  which 
117  (55%)  were  attributed  to  chronic  bronchitis.  The  death 
rate  of  1*95  per  thousand  was  higher  than  for  last  year  in  the 
Division  when  a  rate  of  1*56  was  recorded.  It  is  also  higher 
than  the  rates  for  the  administrative  county — 1-66  and  the 
aggregate  of  urban  districts  in  the  county  1-74.  In  comparison 
with  other  causes  of  death,  deaths  from  respiratory  diseases 
are  disproportionately  high  in  this  area.  Not  only  are  respir¬ 
atory  diseases  a  major  cause  of  death,  but  chronic  bronchitis 
is  a  cause  of  frequent  and  repeated  illness  amongst  the  working 
population.  The  condition  is  to  some  extent  preventable  in 
that  cigarette  smoking  and  atmospheric  pollution  are  major 
factors  in  causing  the  condition. 


Maternal  Mortality  : 

I  am  again  pleased  to  report  that  there  were  no 
maternal  deaths  recorded  in  the  Division  in  1968. 


SECTION  B’ 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area 
Staff  at  31st  December,  1968 


Divisional  Medical  Officer  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Dr.  D.  J.  Cusiter 


Divisional  Nursing  Officer  : 
Miss  V.  Dunford 


Departmental  Medical  Officers  : 
Dr.  S.  K.  Pande.  Margaret  Bolsover. 


Part-time  Medical  Officers : 


Drs.  F.  Amin, 

Barbara  Demaine, 
M.  F.  W.  Bajorek, 
P.  L.  Baker, 

B.  R.  Baker, 

D.  M.  Bell, 


I.  Campbell, 
Jessica  Core, 
Mary  Scott, 

H.  H.  Smith, 

J.  Wilczynski. 


Obstetrician  : 

Dr.  J.  C.  MacWilliam 


Ophthalmologists  : 

Miss  M.  A.  C.  Jones,  Dr.  S.  K.  Bannerjee. 

(Consultant) 


Child  Psychiatrist : 

Dr.  J.  D.  Orme 


Health  Visitors  and  Assistant  Health  Visitors  : 


Mrs.  E.  Appleyard, 

Mrs.  M.  Mitchell, 

Mrs.  J.  Brown, 

Mrs.  I.  Pettman, 

Mrs.  G.  I.  Ellis, 

Mrs.  O.  Smith, 

Miss  L.  Ferneyhough. 

Miss  M.  Sorby, 

Mrs.  M.  Fisher, 

Miss  A.  D.  Willoughby, 

Mrs.  D.  Goddard, 

Miss  H.  Wray, 

Miss  M.  L.  Hampshire, 

Mrs.  N.  Breeze, 

Mrs.  M.  Jenkinson, 

Mrs.  G.  Malpass, 

Mrs.  M.  M.  Knowles, 

Mrs.  N.  M.  Noble, 

Miss  V.  McCulloch, 

Miss  P.  A.  Yarwood, 

Mrs.  J.  V.  McLoughlin, 
Mrs.  I.  E.  Milnes, 

Mrs.  I.  Senior. 

Midwives  : 

Miss  J.  Dearden, 

Miss  G.  Randall, 

Mrs.  O.  D.  Edwards, 

Mrs.  N.  Roe, 

Mrs.  M.  L.  Green, 

Mrs.  A.  E.  Smith, 

Mrs.  J.  Gross, 

Mrs.  M.  Panton, 

Mrs.  A.  Hessam, 

Mrs.  D.  A.  Taylor, 

Mrs.  H.  E.  Hillery, 

Mrs.  M.  Venables, 

Miss  K.  A.  A.  Howland, 

Mrs.  R.  Williams, 

Mrs.  B.  Hill, 

Miss  D.  A.  M.  Spencer, 

Mrs.  V.  J.  Marley, 

Mrs.  J.  Godfrey. 

District  Nurses  : 

Mrs.  M.  Brooks, 

Mrs.  B.  W.  Hucknall, 

Mrs.  J.  Cox, 

Mrs.  A.  Leaver, 

Mrs.  H.  Dyson, 

Mrs.  M.  McCormack, 

Mrs.  E.  Elsworth, 

Mrs.  A.  E.  Moore, 

Mrs.  E.  Firth, 

Mrs.  M.  Probert, 

Miss  E.  Gill, 

Mrs.  K.  Roebuck, 

Mrs.  I.  Goldsbrough, 

Mrs.  M.  Waldron, 

Mrs.  N.  Harrison, 

Mrs.  M.  Herring, 

Mrs.  }.  Wilson. 

Mental  Welfare  Officers  : 
Mrs.  F.  H.  Redman.  Miss  D.  Bailey. 

Mr.  P.  Leslie, 


Training  Centre  : 


Supervisor  : 

Mrs.  J.  Cavill, 

Mr.  D.  Beevers, 

Mr.  T.  Garbett, 

Mrs.  E.  Naylor, 

Mrs.  I.  Ardron, 


Miss  E.  Taylor 
Mrs.  M.  Gray, 

Mrs.  M.  Clarke, 

Mrs.  J.  D.  Marshall, 
Mrs.  B.  M.  Thomp  son. 
Mrs.  M.  L.  Lewis, 


Administrative 

Mr.  P.  Goddard, 


and  Clerical  Staff  :-  Senior  Clerks  : 

Mr.  A.  Wilkinson. 


Mr.  E.  K.  New 
Miss  J.  Flavell, 


Sectional  Clerks 

Mr.  H.  Haigh. 

Mrs.  P.  A.  Sturman. 


Mrs.  S.  Clare, 

Mrs.  A.  Mann, 

Mrs.  F.  Shaw, 

M  iss  J.  E.  Hutchinson, 
Mrs.  M.  Mason  (P.T. ), 
Mrs.  J.  Chantry  (P.T.), 


Clerks  : 

Miss  L.  Jones, 

Miss  J.  Worton. 

Miss  O.  Stanton. 
Mrs.  A.  C.  Moran, 
Mrs.  D.  Law  (P.T.). 


Home  Helps  : 

1 78  home  helps 


LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 
Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children  -  Section  22 
Ante-Natal  Clinics  : 


C.W.C.  Welfare  Avenue, 
Conisbrough. 

Tuesday 

2-4  p.m. 

Dr.  }.  C.  MacWilliam 

C.W.C.  Church  Road, 
Denaby  Main. 

Wednesday 

10  a.m.  -  12  noon 

do. 

C.W.C.  Welfare  Park, 
Goldthorpe. 

Thursday 

2-4  p.m. 

do. 

C.W.C.  Adwick  Road, 
Mexborough. 

Wednesday 
2-4  p.m. 

do. 

C.W.C.  Barbers  Avenue, 
Rawmarsh. 

Thursday 

10  a.m.  -  12  noon 

Dr.  Mary  Scott 

C.W.C.  Rock  House, 

Swinton. 

Thursday 

10  a.m.  -  12  noon 
and  2-4  p.m. 

Dr.  H.  H.  Smith 

(Well-woman  Clinic) 

C.W.C.  off  Houghton  Road, 
Thurnscoe. 

Friday 

10  a.m.  -  12  noon 

Dr.  J.  C.  MacWilliam 

C.W.C.  Church  Street, 

Wath-upon-Dearne. 

Friday 

2-4  p.m. 

Dr.  F.  Amin 

Attendances  : 


Clinic 

No.  of  patients 
who  attended 

No.  of 

Attendances 

Conisbrough  ... 

40 

213 

Conisbrough 

G.P.  Clinic... 

180 

851 

Denaby  Main  .. 

60 

497 

Goldthorpe 

55 

194 

Mexborough  ... 

49 

243 

Mexborough 

G.P.  Clinic... 

139 

690 

Rawmarsh 

Barbers  Ave. 

135 

635 

Swinton 

72 

463 

Thurnscoe 

60 

156 

Wath-upon- 

Dearne 

69 

337 

TOTAL 

859 

4279 

Dr.  J.  C.  MacWilliam  who  also  holds  an  appointment 
as  Senior  Hospital  Medical  Officer  at  the  Montagu  Hospital, 
Mexborough,  is  Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  the  Local  Health 
Authority  Ante-natal  clinics  at  Denaby  Main,  Conisbrough, 
Mexborough,  Goldthorpe  and  Thurnscoe,  and  I  am  grateful  for 
the  co-operation  and  support  received  from  him  during  the 
year.  The  group  practice  at  Conisbrough  have  for  the  past 
three  years  held  their  ante-natal  clinic  in  the  Conisbrough 
Child  Welfare  Centre,  and  during  this  period  there  has  been 
a  steady  improvement  in  the  peri-natal  mortality  rate  in  this 
area.  Two  General  Practitioners  in  Mexborough  and  one  in 
Kilnhurst  also  share  accommodation  at  Child  Welfare  Centres 
for  their  clinics,  and  in  other  areas  District  Midwives  attend 
ante-natal  clinics  held  in  family  doctors’  surgeries. 

Ante-natal  Relaxation  Classes  : 

Relaxation  classes  are  held  at  7  centres  which  are  listed 


below  : —  Clinic  No.  of  Attendances 

Goldthorpe  ...  ...  ...  ...  285 

Mexborough  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

Rawmarsh  ...  ...  ...  ...  356 

Swinton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  256 

Thurnscoe  ...  ...  ...  ...  180 

Wath-upon-Dearne  ...  ...  ...  238 

Conisbrough  ...  ...  ...  ...  M3 


TOTAL  1,554 


Family  Planning  Clinics  : 

Family  Planning  Clinics  provided  by  the  Mexborough 
Branch  of  the  Family  Planning  Association  are  held  at  the 
Child  Welfare  Centre,  Mexborough,  each  Tuesday  evening 
between  6.15  p.m.  and  7.30  p.m.  (except  in  August).  Patients 
attend  by  appointment  only.  The  Association  also  provide  a 
Cervical  Cytology  service  in  addition  to  that  provided  by  the 
Local  Health  Authority  and  some  General  Practitioners. 

The  Branch  is  supported  financially  by  a  grant  from  the 
West  Riding  County  Council,  and  they  have  co-operated  with 
the  Health  Visitors  in  providing  assistance  to  mothers  of 
problem  families  who  are  referred  to  the  clinic. 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics  : 

C.W.C.  Conisbrough 
Monday  2-4  p.m. 

C.W.C.  Denaby  Main 
Tuesday  2-4  p.m. 

C.W.C.  Goldthorpe 

Monday  2-4  p.m. 

C.W.C.  Mexborough 

Tuesday  2-4  p.m. 

Thursday  2-4  p.m. 

C.W.C.  Rawmarsh  (Monkwood) 
Thursday  2-4  p.m. 

C.W.C.  Rawmarsh  (Barbers  Avenue) 
Tuesday  2-4  p.m. 

C.W.C.  Swinton 

Monday  2-4  p.m. 

C.W.C.  Thurnscoe 

Monday  2-4  p.m. 

Tuesday  2-4  pjn. 

C.W.C.  Wath-upon-Dearne 
Monday  2-4  p.m. 

Tuesday  2-4  p.m. 

C.W.C.  Kilnhurst 

Wednesday  2-4  p.m. 


Dr.  M.  Bajorek 

Dr.  M.  Bajorek 

Dr.  B.  R.  A.  Demaine 

Dr.  B.  R.  A.  Demaine 
Dr.  S.  K.  Pandc 

Dr.  D.  M.  Bell 

Dr.  Jessica  Core 

Dr.  I.  Campbell 

Dr.  J.  Wilczynski 
(for  both  sessions) 

Dr.  D.  M.  Bell 
(for  both  sessions) 

Dr.  Jessica  Core 


Attendances  : 


No.  of  individual 

Total  No.  of 

Centre 

children  who  attended 

Attendances 

Under  1  year 

Over  1  year 

Conisbrough 

622 

1271 

1371 

Denaby  Main 

222 

801 

649 

Goldthorpe 

536 

1384 

1115 

Kilnhurst 

219 

794 

876 

Mexborough 

493 

3927 

698 

Monkwood 

334 

683 

694 

Rawmarsh 

513 

930 

875 

Swinton 

576 

2008 

1629 

Thumscoe 

764 

1936 

2612 

Wath-on-Deame 

803 

1951 

2146 

5082 

15685 

12665 

All  infant  welfare  clinics  in  the  area  have  a  Medical 
Officer  in  attendance  and  provide  complete  facilities  for  the 
examination  of  the  children  under  school  age  and  for  im¬ 
munisation  and  vaccination.  In  addition,  the  Health  Visitors 
take  the  opportunity  to  introduce  Health  Education  activities 
during  the  infant  welfare  sessions,  and  National  Welfare 
Foods  and  other  proprietary  brands  of  infant  foods  are  avail¬ 
able  for  sale  to  mothers. 


Premature  Infants  : 

A  premature  infant  is  defined  as  one  which  weighs 
5  2  lbs.  or  less  at  birth  even  though  the  mother  may  have  qone 
full  term. 


During  the  year  in  review,  there  were  167  premature 
births  including  13  sets  of  twins.  This  total  includes  22  still¬ 
births.  Only  18  of  the  small  babies  were  born  at  home  and 
89%,  or  149,  were  born  in  hospital. 

22  premature  babies  died  within  the  first  four  weeks  of 
life,  and  3  of  these  were  under  2  lbs  in  weight  ;  4  others 
weighed  between  2  and  3  lbs.,  and  9  weighed  between  3  and 
4  lbs. 


85%  of  all  premature  babies  survived  over  twenty- 
eight  days. 


PREMATURE  INFANTS  BORN  IN  1968 
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Care  of  the  Unmarried  Mother  and  Child  : 

165  illegitimate  births  were  registered  during  1968 
representing  8%  of  all  births.  124  of  these  came  to  the  notice 
of  this  Department  and  these  are  analysed  as  follows  : 

Marital  Status  : 

( 1  )  Married  : 

(a)  with  previous  illegitimate  children 

(b)  without  previous  illegitimate  children 

( 2 )  Single  : 

(a)  with  previous  illegitimate  children 

(b)  without  previous  illegitimate  children 

(3)  Widowed  or  Divorced  : 

(a)  with  previous  illegitimate  children 

(b)  without  previous  illegitimate  children 


17 

22 


66 

4 

4 


Age  incidence  : 

( 1  )  Under  15  Nil 

(2)  Age  15-19 .  41 

(3)  Age  20  -  24  .  44 

(4)  Age  25  -  29  .  26 

(5)  Age  30  -  39  .  12 

(6)  Age  40  and  over .  1 

The  County  Council  operate  a  scheme  for  the  care  of 
the  unmarried  mother  and  her  child  which  provides  for  the 
financial  responsibilty  to  be  accepted  by  the  County  Council 
for  the  maintenance  of  unmarried  mothers  in  Welfare  Homes 
for  a  period  of  thirteen  weeks  excluding  the  lying-in  period. 


In  this  area  we  rely  heavily  on  the  help  and  co-operation 
of  the  social  workers  employed  by  the  Doncaster  and  Sheffield 
Diocesan  Moral  Welfare  Councils  in  making  the  arrange¬ 
ments  for  unmarried  mothers,  and  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks 
to  all  concerned. 


Problem  Families  : 

The  County  Council  have  a  scheme  whereby  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  and  the 
Divisional  Welfare  Officer  they  will  guarantee  to  district 
councils  the  rent  of  council  houses  where  there  are  young 
children  in  the  family,  and  there  is  a  possibility  that  the  family 
would  be  made  homeless  if  they  were  evicted  for  rent  arrears. 
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During  1968  rent  guarantees  were  made  in  respect  of  26 
families  in  the  Division.  The  position  is  reviewed  every  six 
months,  and  meanwhile  supervisory  visits  are  maintained  by 
the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  in  an  effort  to  rehabilitate 
the  family  and  achieve  better  household  management. 

In  most  cases  there  has  been  at  least  limited  success, 
though  a  small  minority  of  families  have  eventually  been 
evicted  when  the  rent  guarantee  was  withdrawn. 

The  Divisional  Medical  Officer  is  chairman  of  a  co¬ 
ordinating  committee  which  consists  of  representatives  from 
the  Education  Department,  Welfare  and  Children’s  Depart¬ 
ment,  Urban  District  Councils,  Ministry  of  Health  and  Social 
Security,  National  Coal  Board,  Probation  Service,  N.S.P.C.C., 
and  Health  Department.  This  committee  meets  to  discuss  the 
action  to  be  taken  in  respect  of  the  worst  of  the  problem 
families. 


MIDWIFERY  —  SECTION  23 

At  the  31st  December,  1968,  there  were  18  District 
Midwives  employed  in  the  area.  All  were  authorised  to  use 
their  private  cars  on  the  official  duty  of  the  County  Council. 

The  ratio  of  domiciliary  births  in  1968  fell  to  26%  with 
the  result  that  the  average  number  of  confinements  per  midwife 
during  1968  was  only  30.  Six  years  ago  the  District  Midwife 
was  averaging  over  50  deliveries  per  year.  In  order  to  maintain 
her  technique,  arrangements  were  made  with  the  local 
maternity  hospital  at  Mexborough  for  each  District  Midwife 
to  undertake  one  week’s  in-service  training  at  the  hospital. 

There  were  2,039  live  and  stillbirths  recorded  in  1968, 
and  516  confinements  took  place  at  home.  General  Practi¬ 
tioners  were  present  at  106  births,  and  medical  aid  was 
requested  by  the  midwife  on  30  occasions. 

District  Midwives  attended  119  mothers  who  were 
delivered  in  hospital  and  discharged  home  after  48  hours.  A 
further  349  mothers  who  were  discharged  before  the  fifth  day, 
and  288  who  were  discharged  between  the  fifth  and  tenth  day, 
were  also  attended  by  the  District  Midwife. 

One  midwife  attended  a  refresher  course  during  the 
year  as  required  under  Section  ‘G  of  the  rules  of  the  Central 
Midwives  Board,  and  additionally  two  midwives  attended  a 
course  of  instruction  at  the  County  Council’s  Adult  College 
at  Grantley  Hall. 
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Whilst  the  District  Midwives  in  this  Division  are  not 
attached  to  general  practices,  the  closest  liaison  is  maintained 
with  family  doctors,  and  midwives  attend  ante-natal  clinics 
run  by  General  Practitioners  both  in  Local  Health  Authority 
clinics  and  in  their  own  surgeries.  Midwives  are  also  in 
attendance  at  the  Cervical  Cytology  clinic  held  weekly  at  Rock 
House,  Swinton,  and  they  organise  ante-natal  relaxation  clinics 
at  7  centres.  All  are  trained  in  the  use  of  the  film  projector,  and 
Health  Education  activities  are  a  feature  of  relaxation  clinics. 


HEALTH  VISITING  —  SECTION  24 

At  the  31st  December,  1968,  there  were  18  qualified 
Health  Visitors  and  6  Assistants  to  Health  Visitors  employed 
in  the  Division.  Two  of  the  Health  Visitors  continued  to  work 
as  Field  Work  Instructors  in  connection  with  the  Health 
Visitors’  Training  Course  at  the  Sheffield  College  of  Tech¬ 
nology.  During  the  year  one  of  the  Assistants  to  the  Health 
Visitors  left  to  take  up  training  on  the  Health  Visitors’  Course 
at  Sheffield. 

Two  Health  Visitors  attended  Post  Graduate  Refresher 
Courses  at  Canterbury  during  the  year,  whilst  five  attended 
courses  at  Grantley  Hall,  two  attended  courses  at  Scawsby 
and  Wakefield,  and  one  attended  a  Joint  Health  and  Education 
Department  Conference  at  Bramley  Grange.  A  course  was  also 
held  at  the  Goldthorpe  Child  Welfare  Centre  in  1968  for 
Assistants  to  Health  Visitors  from  all  parts  of  the  south  of  the 
county  area.  This  was  the  first  of  its  kind  to  be  held  and  was 
most  successful. 

During  the  year  the  County  Council’s  Computer  Scheme 
for  immunisation  and  vaccination  was  extended  to  include 
Health  Division  26,  and  as  from  the  1st  July,  1968,  the  records 
relating  to  the  immunisation  and  vaccination  of  all  children 
born  in  the  Division  after  that  date  are  now  recorded  and 
invitations  issued  by  the  computer.  It  was  necessary  to  arrange 
meetings  of  Health  Visitors,  family  doctors,  receptionists  and 
clerical  staff  to  explain  the  implications  of  the  scheme. 

All  Health  Visitors  in  the  area  are  attached  to  general 
practices  and  the  benefit  of  this  closer  liaison  between  General 
Practitioners  and  the  Health  Department  becomes  more 
evident  each  year.  The  Health  Visitor  is  now  accepted  by  the 
General  Practitioner  as  a  professional  colleague  and  as  part  of 
a  medical  team.  A  total  of  600  patients  were  visited  by  the 
Health  Visitors  during  the  year  at  the  special  request  of  the 
family  doctor.  As  most  social  problems  are  concerned  with 
patients  aged  65  or  over,  it  is  not  surprising  that  506  of  these 
cases  were  of  patients  in  this  age  group. 
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As  part  of  the  co-operation  between  this  Department, 
the  Education  Department  and  the  Local  Hospital  Board, 
students  from  the  grammar  schools,  training  colleges  and  local 
hospitals  have  visited  the  clinics  in  the  area  and  have  been 
given  insight  into  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitor  and  School 
Nurse. 


An  important  part  of  the  Health  Visitor’s  work  is 
Health  Education  and  this  she  undertakes  in  the  clinic,,  in  the 
home  and  in  the  school.  Full  details  of  Health  Education 
activities  in  the  area  are  given  later  in  this  report. 

Three  Health  Visitors  attend  five  hospitals  in  the  area 
on  liaison  duties,  and  two  other  Health  Visitors  attend  in  a 
similar  capacity  at  the  Chest  Clinic. 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  work  undertaken  by 
the  Health  Visitors  during  1968. 


Health  Visiting  and  Tuberculosis  Visiting  : 

No.  of  cases 


1.  Total  number  of  cases 

2.  Children  born  in  1968 

3.  Children  born  in  1967 

4.  Children  born  in  1963-66 

5.  Total  number  of  children 

6.  Persons  aged  65  or  over 

(excluding  ‘domestic  help 


•  ••  •••  ••• 

(i.e.  first 
visits) 

(1) 

14248 

•  ••  •••  ••• 

1801 

•  ••  •••  ••• 

1996 

•  ••  •••  ••• 

4441 

in  lines  2-4 

8238 

only’  visits) 

3146 

7.  Number  included  in  line  6  who  were  visited 
at  the  special  request  of  a  general  pract¬ 
itioner  or  hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  506 


8.  Mentally  disordered  persons  ...  ...  78 


9.  Number  included  in  line  8  who  were  visited 
at  the  special  request  of  a  general  pract¬ 
itioner  or  hospital 


10.  Persons,  excluding  maternity  cases,  dis¬ 
charged  from  hospital  (other  than  mental 
hospitals)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ••• 
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11. 


Number  included  in  line  10  who  were  vis¬ 
ited  at  the  special  request  of  a  general 
practitioner  or  hospital 


No.  of  cases 
(i.e.  first 
visits) 

(i) 


12.  Number  of  tuberculosis  households  visited 
(i.e.,  visits  by  health  visitors  not  employed 
solely  on  tuberculosis  work) 

13.  Number  of  households  visited  on  account 
of  other  infectious  diseases  ... 


151 

175 

62 


H.  Other  Cases  ... 


2217 


HOME  NURSING  —  SECTION  25 

The  Home  Nursing  staff  at  the  31st  December,  1968, 
consisted  of  18  full-time  and  1  part-time  nurse.  All  but  two 
of  the  full-time  staff  are  fully  qualified  District  Nurses.  I  wish 
to  record  my  thanks  to  Mrs.  K.  Roebuck  who  retired  during 
1968  following  many  years  devoted  service  in  the  Goldthorpe 
area. 


The  West  Riding  County  Council  operate  their  own 
training  scheme  for  District  Nurses,  and  Mrs.  M.  Brookes, 
who  is  employed  in  the  Thurnscoe  area,  trains  students  under 
this  scheme. 

Three  Home  Nurses  attended  refresher  courses  at  the 
County  Council’s  Adult  College  at  Grantley  Hall  in  September 
1968. 

As  with  the  Health  Visitors,  all  Home  Nurses  in  the 
Division  are  attached  to  general  practices,  and  the  scheme  is 
working  satisfactorily  and  to  the  ultimate  benefit  of  the  patient. 

In  1968  Home  Nurses  made  52,426  visits  to  2,045 
patients.  1,102  of  these  cases  were  patients  who  were  aged  65 
and  over  and  they  received  31,888  visits.  511  patients  had 
more  than  24  visits  each  during  the  year. 

The  main  categories  of  diseases  for  which  these  patients 
were  treated  included  parasitic  diseases,  182  ;  respiratory 
diseases,  147  ;  anaemias,  114  ;  skin  diseases,  109  ;  diseases  of 
digestive  system,  99  ;  diseases  of  the  heart  and  arteries,  97. 
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574  patients  required  general  nursing  care  and  425 
others  were  visited  purely  for  the  purpose  of  giving  injections. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by 
Home  Nurses  in  the  Division  during  the  year  : — 


Case  Summary  : 


Classification 

No.  of  cases 
attended 

No.  of  visits 
made 

Medical 

1,486 

40,136 

Surgical 

441 

9,708 

Infectious  Diseases 

17 

233 

Tuberculosis 

29 

1,579 

Maternal  complications 

46 

382 

Other 

26 

388 

TOTALS:  . 

2,045 

52,426 

Patients  included  above  who  were  aged  65 
or  over  . 

1,102 

31,888 

Children  included  above  who  were  under  5 
or  less  . 

78 

532 

Patients  included  above  who  have  had 

24  visits  or  more 

511 

37,456 

The  County  Council  operate  a  day  and  night  sitting 
service  to  provide  relief  for  relatives  nursing  patients  with 
terminal  illnesses.  The  service  is  mainly  confined  to  terminal 
cases  of  cancer,  and  in  1968  five  of  these  cases  were  helped 
when  1,687  hours  of  assistance  was  given  at  a  cost  of  £355. 
Three  other  cases  were  provided  with  assistance  to  the  extent 
of  483  hours  at  a  cost  of  £122. 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION  —  SECTION  26 


Smallpox  Vaccination 


Age  at  31/12/68 

Under  1 

1-4 

5—14 

1 5  or  over 

Total 

1968 

1963/66 

1958/66 

before  1958 

No.  Vaccinated 

Dearne 

3 

62 

5 

12 

82 

Conisbrough 

3 

59 

2 

1 

65 

M ex boro ugh 

— 

36 

5 

16 

57 

Wath 

1 

55 

6 

8 

70 

Swinton 

1 

65 

4 

16 

86 

Rawmarsh 

4 

77 

1 

31 

113 

Total 

12 

354 

23 

84 

473 

No. Re-vaccinated 

Dearne 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

Conisbrough 

— 

2 

— 

2 

4 

Mexborough 

— 

— 

1 

7 

8 

Wath  . 

— 

1 

4 

23 

28 

Swinton 

- — 

— 

— 

15 

15 

Rawmarsh 

— 

— 

1 

10 

11 

Total 

— 

3 

6 

i 

61 

70 

The  number  of  persons  vaccinated  in  1968  was  473 
compared  with  522  in  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  infants 
who  were  vaccinated  was  less  than  in  1967,  i.e.  366  compared 
with  415. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation  : 


Urban 

District 

No.  of  children  primarily 
Immunised 

No.  of  children  given 
booster  doses  during 
1968 

Under 

5  yrs. 

5—14 

years 

Total 

Conisbrough 

218 

181 

399 

677 

Dearne 

394 

300 

694 

726 

Mexborough 

224 

55 

279 

318 

Wath 

240 

56 

296 

689 

Swinton 

227 

25 

252 

377 

Rawmarsh 

283 

145 

428 

695 

Total 

1586 

762 

2348 

3482 

The  immunisation  rate  in  this  Division  is  at  a  satis- 
lactory  level  and  no  cases  of  diphtheria  have  been  reported  for 
many  years. 
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Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  : 


No.  of  persons  com¬ 
pletely  Vaccinated 
during  1968 

Total  persons  com¬ 
pletely  Vaccinated 

3 

Dose 

4 

Dose 

3 

Dose 

4 

Dose 

Children  born  in  years 
1953  —  1968 

870 

1440 

29616 

10111 

Young  Persons 

6 

2 

18215 

2431 

TOTAL 

876 

1442 

47831 

12541 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE  —  SECTION  27 

The  local  ambulance  station  is  sited  at  Dunford  House, 
Wath-upon-Dearne,  adjacent  to  the  Divisional  Health  Office. 
The  Station  Officer,  Mr.  H.  Godley,  has  kindly  supplied  me 
with  the  statistics  relating  to  the  service  detailed  below.  In 
addition  to  Mr.  Godley  there  is  a  staff  of  34  consisting  of  5 
male  shift  leaders.  27  male  driver-attendants  and  2  clerk/ 
telephonists. 

No.  of  patients  conveyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  41,884 

No.  of  journeys  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,437 

Total  mileage  1/1/68  to  31/12/68  ...  ...  ...  217,732 


Details  of  journeys  : 

No.  of  patients  to  and  from  out-patients  clinics  ... 

No.  of  patients  for  admission  to  hospital 
(including  1,809  emergencies) 

No.  of  patients  for  discharge  from  hospital 

No.  of  patients  transferred  from  hospital  to 
hospital  ...  ...  ...  •  •  •  ... 

No.  of  accident  patients  ... 


33,534 

3.609 

2,874 

1,047 

820 


Total:  41,884 


There  are  8  vehicles  stationed  at  Wath-upon-Dearne 
all  equipped  with  short  wave  radio  communication  sets.  An 
extra  vehicle  was  due  to  be  delivered  during  1969. 
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All  new  entrants  to  the  service  must  eventually  attend 
a  residential  training  course  lasting  six  weeks  and  pass  an 
examination.  The  wages  structure  for  ambulance  personnel 
has  been  re-organised  to  take  into  account  extra  payments  for 
passing  proficiency  tests.  There  is  still  a  long  way  to  go  with 
regard  to  training  for  ambulance  staffs  but  the  Ministry  of 
Health  have  now  taken  an  active  interest  in  this  matter  and 
things  are  changing  rapidly. 


PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS- 
CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE  —  SECTION  28 


Nursing  Equipment  in  the  Home  : 

Nursing  equipment  of  all  types  is  provided  by  the 
County  Council  for  loan  to  patients  as  necessary.  During  the 
year,  1141  issues  of  home  nursing  equipment  were  made 
ranging  from  urinals  to  bedsteads  with  self  lifting  poles.  Much 
of  the  smaller  equipment  is  of  the  disposable  type,  as  indeed 
is  much  of  the  nursing  equipment  used  by  the  home  nurses. 


Hospital  After-care  : 

In  order  that  the  medical  staff  at  local  hospitals  have 
full  information  on  the  home  circumstances  of  patients,  and  to 
ensure  that  any  necessary  after  care  can  be  arranged  when 
patients  are  discharged,  three  Health  Visitors  in  the  Division 
attend  each  week  at  the  undermentioned  hospitals  : — 

Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough. 

Fullerton  Hospital,  Denaby  Main. 

Wath  Wood  Hospital,  Wath-upon-Dearne. 

Rotherham  Hospital,  Doncaster  Gate,  Rotherham. 

Moorgate  General  Hospital,  Rotherham. 


Tuberculosis  After-care  : 

The  area  is  served  by  two  Chest  Physicians,  one  of 
whom  is  Dr.  }.  D.  Stevens  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  Mexborough, 
and  the  other  Dr.  A.  C.  Morrison,  who  is  Consultant  Physician 
at  the  Rotherham  Chest  Clinic.  A  Health  Visitor  visits  the 
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Chest  Clinic  at  Mexborough  at  weekly  intervals  for  liaison 
work  and  she  maintains  contact  with  her  health  visiting 
colleagues  with  regard  to  the  follow-up  of  contacts  of  known 
cases  of  tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  31  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were 
notified  and  191  contacts  of  these  cases  were  persuaded  to 
attend  the  chest  clinics. 

1,982  children  were  offered  B.C.G.  vaccination  and 
eighty-five  per  cent  of  these  accepted.  Of  this  number  1,171 
were  vaccinated  after  negative  heaf  tests.  The  incidence  of 
positive  reactions  was  within  normal  limits,  and  those  with 
grade  3  or  4  reactions  were  referred  to  the  chest  clinics  for 
further  investigation.  Happily  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
106  contacts  of  known  cases  were  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  by 
the  chest  physicians. 

The  South  Yorkshire  Area  Mass  Radiography  Unit 
visited  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Hall  at  Thurnscoe  and  a  total 
of  739  persons  were  x-rayed  at  public  sessions.  65  persons 
were  discovered  to  have  abnormalities  as  follows  : 

Tuberculosis  —  inactive  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Abnormalities  of  the  Bony  Thorax  and  Soft  Tissues 

— Acquired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bacterial  and  virus  infections  of  the  lungs  ...  ...  2 

Emphysema  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pulmonary  fibrosis — non-tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  7 

Pneumoconiosis — not  previously  certified  ...  ...  11 

Pneumoconiosis — previously  certified  ...  ...  ...  6 

Pleural  thickening  or  calcification — non-tuberculosis  ...  10 

Abnormalities  of  the  diaphragm  and  oesophagus  ; 

congenital  and  acquired  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Congenital  abnormalities  of  heart  and  vessels  ...  ...  1 

Acquired  abnormalities  of  heart  and  vessels  ...  ...  5 


Chiropody  Service  : 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  treatments  provided 
during  1968  by  the  various  voluntary  agencies  or  by  direct 
service. 
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Summary  of  treatments  : 


Voluntary 

Association 

Total 

Sessions 

No.  of  Patients 

treated 

No. 

of 

atten¬ 

dances 

Domi¬ 

ciliary 

Non- 

Domi- 

ciliary 

Total 

BoIton-on-Dearne  O.A.P. 
Association 

Goldthorpe  O.A.P.  Asso¬ 
ciation 

> 

137 

74 

314 

388 

1829 

Thumscoe  O.A.P.  Asso¬ 
ciation  . 

Thumscoe  W.V.S. 

Mexborough  Old  Folk’s 
Welfare  Committee 

172 

118 

325 

443 

2122 

Swinton  Aged  Peoples 
Welfare  Committee 

136 

91 

294 

385 

1574 

Rawmarsh  Aged  Peoples 
Welfare  Committee 

53 

52 

110 

162 

776 

Wath-on-Dearne  Aged 

Peoples  Welfare  Com’tee 

173 

228 

327 

555 

2377 

Total 

671 

563 

1370 

2430 

8678 

Direct  Service 

Goldthorpe 

11 

22 

44 

66 

159 

Mexborough 

120 

93 

240 

333 

I486 

Rawmarsh  . 

171 

92 

324 

416 

1811 

Conisbrough-Denaby  Mn. 

131 

94 

270 

364 

1748 

Total 

433 

301 

878 

1179 

5204 

Cervical  Cytology  : 

This  service,  which  is  designed  to  detect  changes  in  the 
cells  of  the  cervix  which  if  left  undiscovered  might  possibly 
lead  to  a  malignancy  at  a  later  date,  commenced  in  June  1966. 
The  service  is  part  of  a  ‘well  woman  clinic’  as  at  the  same  time 
that  the  smears  are  taken  examination  is  also  made  of  the 
abdomen,  pelvic  organs  and  breasts. 

47  sessions  were  held  in  the  Division  at  which  561 
women  attended.  There  were  4  positive  smears  and  six  patients 
were  referred  to  their  family  doctors  for  investigation  of  minor 
abnormalities. 
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Phenylketonuria  : 

Wherever  possible  the  Health  Visitor  carried  out  the 
test  for  phenylketonuria  on  all  babies  between  the  ages  of 
four  to  six  weeks.  In  1968,  2,032  babies  were  so  tested.  None 
of  these  tests  proved  positive. 


Joint  Wardens  Schemes  for  the  Supervision  of  the  Aged  : 

These  schemes  organised  jointly  by  the  County  Council 
and  Local  District  Councils  provide  for  the  supervision  by 
wardens  of  aged  persons  both  in  units  or  other  purpose  built 
accommodation  and  in  ordinary  dwelling  houses.  The  wardens 
may  or  may  not  be  resident. 

In  many  schemes  there  is  some  form  of  mechanical 
communication  installed  between  the  warden’s  flat  and  the 
individual  dwellings. 

The  following  are  details  of  warden  schemes  in  the 
various  districts 

Conisbrough  : 

5  resident  wardens  supervising  schemes  at  : — 
Shepherds  Close,  Denaby  Main. 

Community  Centre,  Conisbrough. 

Wellgate  Flats,  Conisbrough  (2  wardens) 
Barton  Place,  Conisbrough. 

1  warden  is  employed  for  the  supervision  of  old 
people  in  private  houses  in  Denaby  Main. 

Dearne  : 

12  wardens  supervising  schemes  at:- — 

Chestnut  Grove,  Thurnscoe. 

Low  Grange  Road,  Thurnscoe  (2  wardens) 
Market  Square,  Goldthorpe. 

King  Street,  Goldthorpe. 

Green  Gate  Close,  Bolton-on-Dearne. 
Goldthorpe  Road,  Goldthorpe. 

Hawthorne  Flats,  Thurnscoe. 

Windsor  Court,  Thurnscoe. 

Saltersbrook  Flats,  Highgate  (2  wardens) 
Ladycroft,  High  Street,  Bolton-on-Dearne. 

Mexborough  : 

6  wardens  supervising  schemes  at  : — 

Pitt  Street,  Mexborough. 

Crossgate  and  Montagu  Street,  Mexborough. 
Highwoods  Road,  Mexborough. 

Oak  Close,  Mexborough. 

Maple  Leaf  Court,  Mexborough. 

Hallgate.  Mexborough. 

There  are  also  7  wardens  for  private  properties 
in  Mexborough. 
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Rawmarsh  : 


3  wardens  supervising  bungalows  in  : — 
Greenfield,  Rawmarsh. 

Arcon  Place,  Rawmarsh. 

Rockcliffe  Road/Barbers  Avenue,  etc. 

Swinton  : 

6  wardens  supervising  schemes  in  : — 
Kilnhurst  bungalows. 

St.  Johns  Road  bungalows,  Swinton. 
Meadow  View  bungalows,  Kilnhurst. 
Thomas  Street  Estate,  Swinton. 

Highfield  Estate,  Swinton. 

Brameld  Road,  Swinton. 

Wath-upon-Dearne  : 

6  wardens  supervising  schemes  at  : — 

Almond  Place,  Wath. 

Barnsley  Road/Edward  Road,  etc.,  Wath. 
Brampton  Road/Christchurch  Road, 

West  Melton. 

Blake  Avenue/Wordsworth  Road/ 

Christchurch  Road,  etc.,  West  Melton. 
Varney  Road/Mount  Pleasant  Road,  etc., 

^  Wath. 

Chapel  Street/Cemetery  Road,  etc.,  Wath. 


Meals  on  Wheels  : 

This  service  is  intended  for  persons  of  pensionable  age 
only  who  are  suffering  from  malnutrition  or  due  to  some  other 
disability  or  illness  are  unable  to  cook  their  own  meals. 
Containers  for  the  service  are  provided  by  the  County  Council 
who  also  subsidise  the  meals  as  necessary.  The  recipient  is 
charged  one  shilling  per  meal,  and  in  most  areas  distribution 
is  by  voluntary  service. 


Urban  District 

No.  of 
Persons 

Frequency 

Total  meals 
Weekly 

Conisbrough 

60 

Twice  weekly 

120 

Deame 

48 

Four  days  a  week 

192 

Mexbo  rough 

96 

Twice  weekly 

192 

Rawmarsh 

50 

Twice  weekly 

100 

Swinton 

48 

Twice  weekly 

96 

Wath-on-Deame 

42 

Twice  weekly 

84 

TOTALS 

344 

784 
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Health  Education  : 

Schools  : 

In  all  the  areas  of  the  Division  at  least  one  member  of 
the  Health  Visiting  staff  undertakes  Health  Education  in 
schools,,  particularly  in  secondary  departments.  The  Health 
Education  programme  covers  a  wide  range  of  subjects  ranging 
from  ante-natal  care  to  care  of  the  aged,  prevention  of  disease, 
personal  hygiene,  prevention  of  accidents  and  mothercraft. 
The  dangers  of  smoking  and  drug  taking  are  also  important 
subjects  which  are  discussed. 


Clinics  : 

The  opportunity  is  taken  at  both  infant  welfare  and 
ante-natal  relaxation  clinics  to  show  films  and  initiate  discus¬ 
sion  with  mothers  on  Health  Education  topics.  Relaxation 
classes  are  held  in  seven  centres  and  1,700  expectant  mothers 
attended  during  the  year,  and  additionally  32  other  visitors 
attended  including  husbands.  Films,  film  strips  and  other  visual 
aids  are  all  employed  at  these  classes  to  teach  ante-natal  care, 
mothercraft  and  personal  hygiene. 


The  Health  Visitors  arrange  displays  in  clinics  and 
help  with  the  construction  of  exhibitions  at  other  centres 
dealing  with  Health  Education  topics. 

Mothers’  clubs  are  held  at  Child  Welfare  Centres  at 
Wath-upon-Dearne,  Thurnscoe,  Goldthorpe  and  Rawmarsh 
either  weekly  or  fortnightly.  All  young  mothers  are  encouraged 
to  join  and  an  interesting  and  varied  programme  is  arranged. 
Talks  have  been  given  by  decorators,  travel  agencies  and 
dieticians  at  these  meetings,  and  occasionally  visits  are  made 
to  factories  and  works.  Each  club  has  a  large  enthusiastic 
membership. 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE  —  SECTION  29 

The  provision  of  domestic  help  is  based  on  medical 
grounds  and  usually  requires  a  supporting  medical  certificate 
from  the  family  doctor.  The  service  may  be  provided  for  the 
ill,  aged,  mentally  disordered,  for  the  care  of  young  children 
and  for  the  expectant  mother. 
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The  service  is  not  free,  each  applicant  being  required 
to  complete  a  form  giving  details  of  financial  circumstances, 
and  the  charge  for  the  service  is  assessed  after  consideration  of 
these  details.  No  charge  is  made  for  the  service  in  respect  of 
applicants  in  receipt  of  a  supplementary  pension  from  the 
Ministry  of  Social  Security. 

The  demand  for  the  service  continues  to  increase,  and 
42  additional  cases  were  served  in  1968  over  the  total  for  the 
previous  year.  The  following  are  statistics  relating  to  the 
service  for  the  year  1968  : — 

Establishment  of  domestic  helps  ...  ...  ...  99 

No.  of  domestic  helps  employed  at  31/12/68 

part-time  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  188 

(equivalent  of  97.6  full  time) 

Groups  receiving  assistance  : — 


No.  of 

Cases  Hours 


(1) 

Maternity  (including  expectant 
mothers) 

22 

955 

(2) 

Chronic  sick 

(a)  aged  65  plus  . 

1,495 

188.492 

(b)  aged  under  65  and 
tuberculosis  ... 

112 

10,407 

(3) 

Others  . 

25 

2,080 

(4) 

Mentally  disordered 

12 

1,225 

TOTALS  : 

1,666 

203,159 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 
Subnormal  or  Severely  Subnormal  : 

Number  under  care  and  guidance  ...  ...  513 

Number  of  ascertainments  ...  ...  ...  14 

Number  attending  training  centre  ...  ...  140 
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Mentally  Ill  : 

Number  discharged  from  psychiatric  hospital  ...  105 

Number  requiring  after-care  ...  ...  ...  573 

Number  of  visits  involved  for  after  care  and 
patients  referred  from  out-patients  clinics  ...  2,741 

Number  of  cases  referred  to  out  patients 

psychiatric  clinics  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Number  referred  to  rehabilitation  centres  ...  10 

Number  referred  to  Youth  Employment  Office 

under  17  years  of  age  ...  ...  ...  6 


Out-Patients  Clinics  : 

Monday  and  Thursday — 

Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough 
Consultant — Dr.  K.  Myers 

Miss  D.  Bailey  and  Mr.  P.  Leslie  attend  in  turn 
Mrs.  F.  H.  Redman 

Liaison  is  also  maintained  with  the  following  hospitals  : 
Doncaster  Gate  Hospital,  Rotherham. 
Consultants — Dr.  Addis  and  Dr.  Parkin. 

Moorgate  Hospital,  Rotherham. 

Consultant — Dr.  Addis. 

Northern  General  Hospital,  Sheffield. 
Consultant — Dr.  Kerry. 


Mentally  subnormal  patients  not  attending  training  centre  : 


Number  resident  in  hostels 
Males 

f  p  •••  •••  ••• 

Females 

Males  occupied  at  home 
Females  occupied  at  home 


37  working  full-time 
3  working  part-time 
20  working  full-time 

19 

28 


In  the  year  of  the  last  census,  just  over  1 10,000  patients 
were  admitted  to  mental  hospitals  in  England  and  Wales,  and 
just  over  100,000  patients  were  discharged  from  the  same 
hospitals.  In  that  year  too,  4,000  patients  were  admitted  to 
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hospitals  for  the  mentally  sub-normal,  and  there  were  3,000 
discharged.  These  were  patients  who  had  always  been  of  very 
low  intelligence,  and  in  this  they  differ  from  people  who  are 
suffering  from  mental  illness. 

Today  s  psychiatric  hospitals  are  providing  some  of  the 
most  modern  treatment  that  is  available  anywhere  in  the 
world.  This  is  why  increasing  numbers  of  patients  are  being 
helped  to  make  their  way  back  into  ordinary  life.  However, 
some  of  them  may  not  have  families  to  which  they  can  return 
and  perhaps  no  home  at  all.  Some  need  to  be  retrained  to  take 
up  new  occupations. 

Fortunately,  the  community  is  keeping  pace  with  the 
needs  of  these  patients.  Almost  nine  years  ago  the  Mental 
Health  Act  was  passed,  and  this  was  not  only  a  landmark  in 
the  history  of  our  attitude  to  mental  illness,  it  was  a  lighthouse 
as  well.  It  illustrated  how  many  people  who  were  in  mental 
hospitals  could  be  safely  discharged  and  absorbed  into  com¬ 
munity  life.  Some  might  be  allowed  to  return  to  their  family 
whilst  others  could  be  resettled  in  hostels  to  be  provided  by 
the  local  authority.  There  are  now  sheltered  workshops  at 
mental  hospitals  where  patients  who  are  recovering  from 
mental  illness  can  be  given  work  to  do  and  taught  how  to  do  it 
correctly.  This  helps  them  to  resume  normal  full-time  employ¬ 
ment  on  their  individual  discharge.  Social  clubs  for  convalescent 
patients  where  they  can  be  helped  to  readjust  themselves  are 
also  provided,  and  the  psychiatric  social  club  in  this  Division 
known  as  the  “Rock  Club"  is  now  in  its  eighth  year  of  existence 
and  still  flourishes  with  84  members.  Its  facilities  include  table 
tennis,  dancing,  film  shows  ;  and  dressmaking  and  physical 
culture  classes  have  been  arranged  in  conjunction  with  the 
local  further  education  department. 


Training  Centres  : 

There  were  140  trainees  on  the  register  at  the  Wath- 
upon-Dearne  Training  Centre  for  the  Mentally  Handicapped 
at  the  31st  December,  1968.  12  of  these  were  cared  for  in  the 
Special  Care  Unit  which  has  provision  for  severely  subnormal 
patients.  The  Unit  provides  daytime  care  for  patients  who  are 
both  mentally  and  physically  handicapped  and  for  whom 
parents  do  not  wish  permanent  hospital  care.  Specially  hired 
mini-buses  convey  these  patients  to  the  Centre  each  day. 

The  J  unior  Wing  of  the  Centre  which  caters  for 
children  under  16  years  of  age  has  four  classes.  In  the  Senior 
Wing  most  of  the  trainees  are  employed  in  workshops  in  the 
production  of  numerous  items  for  the  County  Supplies  Depart¬ 
ment.  There  is  also  a  laundry  department,  and  the  senior  boys 
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maintain  the  grounds  of  the  Centre  where  they  have  recently 
constructed  a  magnificent  greenhouse.  An  incentive  pay  award 
is  made  to  all  trainees  engaged  in  industrial  work  over  the  age 
of  16  years. 

The  Centre  has  its  own  modern  kitchen  where  dinners 
are  prepared  for  all  the  trainees.  There  is  an  active  Parent 
Teacher  Association  and  the  Centre  benefits  financially  from 
this  organisation  as  well  as  from  other  voluntary  organisations 
in  the  area.  The  employees  of  the  Manvers  Main  Coking  Plant 
generously  donate  a  portion  of  their  profits  from  the  sale  of 
“Coal  News”  to  the  Centre  funds. 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

Two  full-time  Departmental  Medical  Officers  are 
employed  in  the  School  Health  Service,  and  the  staff  is 
supplemented  by  the  employment  of  a  retired  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer  and  general  practitioners  on  a  part-time  basis. 

There  has  been  a  gradual  move  from  routine  school 
medical  inspections  to  selective  examinations,  and  plans  were 
in  hand  to  introduce  in  1969  pre-school  medical  examinations 
for  children  from  the  age  of  4-|  years. 


Table  I 

Inspection  of  School  children  1968  : 


Entrants 

•  •  •  •••  ••• 

2,143 

First  Year  Secondary  ... 

•••  •••  ••• 

— 

Last  Year  Secondary  ... 

•••  •••  ••• 

310 

Total 

2,453 

No.  of  special  inspections 

•••  •••  ••• 

681 

No.  of  re-inspections  ... 

•••  •••  ••• 

95 

Total 

776 

Total  Inspections 

3.229 
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Physical  Condition  of  Pupils  Inspected  : 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  99*91% 

Found  to  require  treatment  ...  ...  ...  0*09% 

The  percentage  of  pupils  found  to  be  satisfactory  on 
examination  compares  favourably  with  that  for  England  and 
Wales  and  for  the  County  as  a  whole.  The  percentage 
requiring  treatment  is  also  about  the  national  average. 


Table  II 

Cleanliness  and  Head  Infestation  : 

Total  No.  examinations  made  for  this  purpose  14,401 
Total  No.  found  infested  ...  ...  ...  551 

Total  percentage  found  infested  ...  ...  3*8% 


Table  III 

Care  of  Handicapped  Children  : 

Milton  Day  School — E.S.N.  ...  ...  ...  100 

Residential  School — E.S.N.  ...  ...  ...  3 

Residential  School — Deaf  or  Partially  Deaf  18 

Residential  School — Deaf  E.S.N.  ...  ...  — 

Residential  School — Blind  ...  ...  ...  2 

Residential  School — Partially  Sighted  ...  2 

Residential  School — Delicate  ...  ...  13 

Residential  School — Cerebral  Palsy  ...  ...  15 

Residential  School — Physically  Handicapped 

excluding  Cerebral  Palsy  ...  ...  5 

Residential  School — Epileptic  .  — 

Residential  School — Maladjusted  .  9 


Total  167 
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Table  IV 


B.C.G.  vaccination  13  years  and  older  school  children  : 

No.  of  children  offered  testing  and  vaccination 

if  necessary  .  1 ,982 

No.  of  acceptances  .  1,651 

Percentage  of  acceptance  ...  ...  ...  83-9% 


Pre-vaccination  Tuberculin  Test  : 

No.  tested  .  1,445 


Result  of  Test  : 

No.  Positive 

No.  Negative 
No.  Not  ascertained 
Percentage  Positive 
No.  Vaccinated 


217 

1.171 
57 

1 5*6% 

1.171 


Table  V 

Audiometry  : 

No.  tested 
No.  with  no  loss 

No.  referred  to  School  Audiology  Clinic 


1,855 

1,671 

184 


It  is  with  regret  that  I  record  the  death  of  Dr.  C.  C. 
Harvey,  the  Consultant  Paediatrician,  in  October  1968.  We 
shall  miss  his  valuable  contribution  to  child  health  care  in 
this  area. 


Dr.  J.  D.  Orme  is  Consultant  in  charge  of  the  Child 
Guidance  Clinic  and  his  help  is  invaluable.  We  are  also 
fortunate  in  having  the  services  of  Miss  M.  A.  C.  Jones, 
Consultant  Ophthalmologist,  and  Dr.  S.  K.  Bannerjee  to  whom 
all  visual  defects  are  referred. 
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HOSPITAL  SERVICES 


The  hospital  services  for  the  area  are  administered  by 
the  United  Sheffield  Hospitals,  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital 
Board,  with  the  following  hospital  management  committees; 
Sheffield  No’s.  1,  2  and  3,  Rotherham,  Barnsley  and  Doncaster. 


General  hospital  services  : 

Sheffield  Royal  Hospital 

Sheffield  Royal  Infirmary 

Sheffield  City  General  Hospital 

Rotherham  Moorgate  and  Doncaster  Gate 
Hospitals 

Barnsley  Beckett  and  St.  Helen  Hospitals 
Doncaster  Royal  Infirmary 
Mexborough  Montagu  Hospital 


Infectious  Diseases  hospital  services : 
Kendray  Isolation  Hospital 
Doncaster  Tickhill  Road  Hospital 
Sheffield  Lodge  Moor  Hospital 


Maternity  hospital  services  : 

Sheffield  Jessop  Hospital 
Rotherham  Moorgate  Hospital 
Mexborough  Montagu  Hospital 
Barnsley  St.  Helen  Hospital 
Listerdale  Maternity  Home 
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Chest  Clinics  : 


Mexborough  Chest  Clinic — Dr.  }  D.  Stevens. 
Rotherham  Chest  Clinic — Dr.  A.  C.  Morrison 


Laboratory  Services  : 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratories  at  Wakefield  (Director:  Dr.  L.  A.  Little) 
and  at  Sheffield  (Director:  Dr.  E.  H.  Gillespie). 
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(Sections  “C’\  “D”  and  “E”  of  this  report  have  been  compiled 
by  Mr.  W.  W.  Wilkinson,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector.) 


SECTION  “C” 

General  Environmental  Circumstances  of  the  Area 
Inspection  of  the  District 

During  the  year  the  following  inspections  were  made  : 

No.  of 
inspections 

Nature  of  Inspections  made 

Houses  for  structural  defects  ...  ...  ...  490 

Premises  re  Nuisances  : 

Drainage  and  sanitary  conveniences  ...  ...  157 

Dustbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Offensive  accumulations  ...  ...  ...  35 

Paving  of  yards  and  passages  ...  ...  ...  2 

Vermin  and  insect  pests  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Filthy  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Keeping  of  animal  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  7 

Noise  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Smell  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Miscellaneous  housing  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  165 

Observations  and  visits  re  smoke  nuisances  .. .  ...  50 

Air  pollution — visits  re  measurement  of  ...  ...  62 

Smoke  control  area  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  175 

Visits  re  refuse  collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Visits  re  refuse  disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Food  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Dairies  and  milk  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Food  hawkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Canteens  and  food  preparing  premises  ...  ...  11 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 
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Nature  of  Inspections 

No.  of 
inspections 
made 

Meat  inspection  visits  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

383 

Factories  and  workplaces 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

11 

Rat  and  mice  inspections 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

50 

Visits  re  water  supply 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

Public  swimming  baths — water  samples 

18 

Visits  to  hairdressers 

...  ... 

17 

Offices,  shops  and  railway  premises  ... 

12 

Miscellaneous  sanitary  visits  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

24 

Owners  interviewed  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

Itinerant  caravans 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

66 

Abandoned  motor  vehicles 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

81 

Cinemas 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

3 

Pet  shops 

... 

1 

Scrap  metal  dealers 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

4 

Infectious  diseases 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

3 

2,111 

Complaints  received 

372  complaints  were  received  during 

the  year.  The 

complaints  have  been  classified  as 

follows  : 

Number 

Nature  of  Complaint 

received 

General  housing  defects 

... 

30 

Choked  drains 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

134 

Leaking  and  defective  drains 

... 

4 

Defective  sanitary  conveniences 

... 

6 

Accumulation  of  refuse 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

5 

Delay  in  emptying  dustbins  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

67 

Dilapidated  dustbins  ... 

... 

2 

Infestation  of  rodents  (rats,  mice  a 

nd  rabbits) 

40 

14 


Number 

Nature  of  Complaint  received 

Insect  pests  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  15 

Burst  water  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nuisance  from  flooding  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Smoke  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Noise  nuisance  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Smell  nuisance  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Animal  nuisances  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  5 

Abandoned  motor  vehicles  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dirty  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Itinerant  caravan  dwellers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Requests  to  remove  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 


372 


Particulars  of  notices  served  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts  and  the  West  Ridinq  County  Council  (General  Powers) 
Act  1951. 

Number  of  written  informal  notices  served  during 
the  year  requiring  nuisances  and  housing  defects 


to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  95 

Number  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  105* 

Number  of  verbal  intimations  given  ...  ...  ...  66 

Number  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  80* 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served  re  nuisances 

(excluding  housing  repairs)  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  complied  with  by  owner  or  occupier 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served  requiring  hous¬ 
ing  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  complied  with  by  owner  ...  ...  ...  11* 
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Number  of  notices  where  work  executed  by  local 
authority  in  default  of  owner  (to  remedy  hous¬ 
ing  defects  and  other  nuisances)  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  notices  where  work  executed  by  owner 

after  institution  of  legal  proceedings  ...  ...  1 

includes  notices  served  prior  to  1968.  but  complied  with  in 
1968. 

The  statutory  notices  served  during  the  year  include 
notices  served  under  the  powers  contained  in  the  Public 
Health  Act  1936,  Section  93  (Abatement  of  Nuisances), 
Section  56  (Paving  and  Drainage  of  Yards,  Passages,  etc.). 
Section  39  (Drainage  of  Buildings,  etc.)  and  the  Public  Health 
Act  1961,  Section  26  (Repair  of  Defective  Premises)  and 
Section  27  (Removal  of  Rubbish  from  Sites). 


Nature  of  Defects  remedied  under  Public  Health  Acts 


Choked  drains  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  134 

Drains  reconstructed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Watercloset  basins  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Watercloset  fittings  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  6 

Dustbins  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Insect  infestations  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  ...  ...  ...  •••  22 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  •••  ••• 


Eavesgutters  and  fallpipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  9 

Walls  repointed  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  ^ 

Wall  and  ceiling  plaster  repaired  ...  ...  ...  13 

Window  frames,  doors  and  door  frames  repaired  ...  18 


Fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed 

Smoke  nuisances  abated 

Burst  water  supply  pipes  repaired  ... 

Verminous  premises  cleansed 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired 

Walls  rebuilt  ... 

Yards  and  passages  paved 
Miscellaneous  defects  remedied 
Filthy  premises  cleansed 
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Itinerant  caravans  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Inspection  chamber  cover  renewed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sinks  renewed 


Legal  proceedings  were  necessary  following  non-com¬ 
pliance  with  the  requirements  of  a  nuisance  abatement  notice 
to  deal  with  a  vacant  house. 

The  premises  were  repaired  following  the  making  of  a 
nuisance  order  by  the  Magistrates  Court. 


Sanitary  Accommodation 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  dwelling- 
houses  and  other  buildings  in  the  five  wards  of  the  District 
and  the  sanitary  accommodation  provided  thereat  : 


Wards 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Dwelling  Houses  with 
Shops  (incl.  in  Col.  1) 

Shops  and 
Factories 

Miscellaneous 

Buildings 

Privies 

Water  Closets 

Dustbins 

Cesspools 

Slop  Closets 

Chemical  Closets 

Central 

1721 

45 

52 

40 

1 

2371 

1770 

4 

1 

7 

East 

729 

53 

17 

15 

5 

917 

741 

5 

— 

4 

WharnclifTe 

1051 

26 

31 

16 

— 

1206 

1112 

1 

— 

— 

Winterwell 

637 

42 

26 

15 

— 

781 

677 

_ 

— 

_ 

Melton 

1294 

25 

27 

18 

- 

1449 

1313 

1 

1 

- 

Totals 

5432 

191 

153 

104 

6 

6724 

5613 

11 

2 

11 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  areas  of  the  District  in  which  building  development 
has  taken  place  are  all  provided  with  public  sewers  and  there 
are  only  six  dwellings  which  are  without  a  public  sewer 
within  a  reasonable  distance. 

Some  sewers  continued  to  function  unsatisfactorily 
during  periods  of  heavy  rain  and  to  flood  adjoining  premises 
with  sewage.  Overloading  of  sewers  arising  from  new  building 
development,  damage  to  sewers  by  mining  subsidence  and 
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obstruction  of  sewers  by  mis-use  of  drainage  systems  appear 
to  be  possible  causes.  There  is  a  serious  public  health  risk 
when  basement  rooms  used  for  the  storage  of  food  for  sale 
are  flooded  with  sewage  contaminated  water. 

The  scheme  to  provide  new  sewage  treatment  works 
was  still  in  course  of  preparation  during  the  year. 


Caravan  Dwellings 

One  site  in  the  District  had  a  licence  for  the  accom¬ 
modation  of  six  residential  type  caravans  which  were  speci¬ 
fically  provided  to  accommodate  families  temporarily  displaced 
from  their  houses  to  enable  mining  subsidence  damage  to  be 
made  good.  The  licence  expired  in  May,  1968  and  was  not 
renewed.  The  use  of  the  land  as  a  site  for  caravans  was  dis¬ 
continued.  There  were  no  other  licensed  caravan  sites. 

Visits  to  the  District  by  itinerant  caravan  dwellers  who 
are  engaged  in  the  collection  of  scrap  metal,  rags  and  similar 
waste  continued  during  the  year.  Complaints  were  received 
from  occupiers  of  premises  near  the  camping  places  and  steps 
were  taken  to  encourage  the  caravan  dwellers  to  move  on 
as  quickly  as  possible.  After  their  departure  the  usual  steps 
were  taken  to  clear  the  sites  of  rubbish  and  where  possible 
to  secure  the  restoration  of  fences  or  construction  of  banks 
to  prevent  further  use  as  camping  places.  Eight  different  sites 
were  used;  seven  sites  were  used  once  during  the  year  and  one 
site,  where  fencing  and  banking  were  impracticable,  was  used 
on  five  occasions.  The  period  of  stay  varied  from  a  few  days 
to  a  few  weeks. 

Pest  Control 

Rodent  control  consisted  of  dealing  with  small  infest¬ 
ations  of  rats  and  mice  at  dwellings,  schools,  shops,  farms, 
factories,  refuse  tips,  sewage  works  etc.  An  employee  of  the 
Department,  who  has  received  training  in  rodent  control  duties, 
was  engaged  part-time  on  this  work. 

The  public  sewers  were  test  baited  to  ascertain  the 
extent  of  rat  infestation  and  this  was  followed  by  poison  treat¬ 
ment  to  destroy  rats  in  five  infested  sewers. 

Efforts  were  continued  to  reduce  infestation  by  rats 
and  mice  by  encouraging  cleanliness  and  tidiness  in  all  premises, 
removal  of  lumber  and  rubbish,  elimination  of  places  of 
harbourage  and  cutting  off  food  supplies. 
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The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  number  of 
premises  dealt  with  : 


Type  of 
premises 

Nun 

RATS 
iber  of  pr< 

mnises: 

Num 

MICE 
ber  of  pre 

mises : 

In¬ 

spected 

after 

notifi¬ 

cation 

Found 
to  be 
infested 

Treated 

by 

L.A. 

In¬ 

spected 

after 

notifi¬ 

cation 

Found 
to  be 
infested 

Treated 

by 

L.A. 

Non-Agricultural 

79 

79 

79 

11 

11 

11 

Agricultural 

6 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Routine 

inspect¬ 

ion 

Found 
to  be 
infested 

Treated 

by 

L.A. 

Routine 

inspect¬ 

ion 

Found 
to  be 
infested 

Treated 

by 

L.A. 

Non-Agricultural 

3 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Agricultural 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

88 

88 

88 

11 

11 

11 

Other  pest  infestations  dealt  with  during  the  year  in¬ 
cluded  infestation  of  premises  by  bed-bugs,  cockroaches,  green¬ 
fly,  house  flies  and  ants.  Steps  were  taken  with  a  view  to 
removing  the  conditions  which  favoured  such  infestations, 
and  assistance  was  given  to  the  occupiers  to  eradicate  the  insect 
pests  concerned. 


Dwellings  situate  near  commercial  poultry  keeping 
premises  suffered  infestation  by  house  flies  during  the  summer 
months.  Efforts  were  made  to  secure  an  improvement  where 
poor  sanitary  conditions  existed  at  the  poultry  keeping  premises. 

Dwellings  near  a  refuse  tip  on  land  in  an  adjoining 
District  suffered  serious  infestation  by  cockroaches  and  repre¬ 
sentations  were  made  with  a  view  to  treatment  of  the  tipped 
refuse  with  suitable  insecticides.  Treatment  of  the  infested 
houses  was  also  undertaken. 


Noise  Control 

Informal  action  was  taken  following  receipt  of  com¬ 
plaints  of  excessive  noise  from  a  transport  depot  in  a  residential 
area  and  from  a  “beat  group”  in  a  local  club;  also  to  secure 
a  reduction  of  the  noise  from  ice  cream  chimes.  Increased 
action  by  the  Council  to  reduce  the  noise  nuisance  is  considered 
to  be  desirable. 
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Pet  Animals  Act 


One  licence  was  issued  during  the  year  authorising  the 
keeping  of  a  pet  shop.  The  licence  was  granted  subject  to 
specified  conditions  required  for  the  welfare  of  the  pets  kept 
for  sale. 


Public  Houses 

In  1961,  at  the  request  of  the  Council,  inspections  and 
reports  were  made  on  the  conditions  at  the  licensed  premises 
in  the  District  particularly  in  relation  to  toilet  accommodation 
and  facilities  for  cleansing  glasses  and  other  equipment.  Pro¬ 
gress  in  making  the  desirable  improvements  has  been  slow  but 
has  been  completed  at  most  of  the  premises.  The  abolition  of 
external  toilet  accommodation  and  provision  of  suitable  toilet 
accommodation  within  or  adjoining  and  with  direct  access 
from  the  main  building,  including  the  provision  of  hand  wash¬ 
ing  facilities,  has  been  a  considerable  improvement  on  the 
previously  existing  conditions. 


Registration  of  Scrap  Metal  Dealers 

Seven  persons  were  registered  as  scrap  metal  dealers. 
Four  places  in  the  District  were  in  use  as  scrap  metal  stores. 
In  some  instances  applications  for  registration  were  received 
with  some  concern  by  the  Council  as  granting  the  applications 
might  be  construed  as  permission  to  use  premises  for  scrap 
storage.  Any  possible  increase  in  the  number  of  scrap  metal 
yards  operating  in  the  District,  with  their  adverse  effects  on 
the  amenities  of  the  area,  explains  that  concern. 


Hairdressers  Premises 

20  hairdressers  and  the  premises  at  which  their  business 
is  carried  on  are  registered  with  the  Council  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council 
(General  Powers)  Act,  1951.  Occasional  visits  were  made  to 
check  the  condition  of  the  premises  and  standard  of  hygiene  in 
operation. 


Factories  Act,  1961 

1 1  inspections  of  factory  premises  were  made  during 
the  year  and  the  table  below  gives  particulars  of  the  in¬ 
spections  and  the  action  taken. 

Notification  was  received  of  one  outworker  being 
employed  in  the  District. 
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1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

(1) 

No.  on 
Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Secs.  1 

2,  3, 4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  local  authorities 

2 

___ 

r 

_ 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  local 
authority 

46 

11 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  local  authority. 
(Excluding  outworkers 
premises)  . 

12 

TOTAL 

60 

11 

— 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


X> 

E 

3 

_ 1 

iv  of  cases  in  which  defects 

were  found 

No.  of 

cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Re¬ 

medied 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l ) 

2 

2 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

_ 

____ 

. 

_ 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
(S.6) 

— 

-  , 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

3 

____ 

- 

_____ 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relat¬ 
ing  to  outwork) 

Total 

6 

6 

— 

1 

— 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Particulars  which  were  included  in  the  annual  report  for 
1968  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Labour  in  accordance  with 
section  60  of  the  Act,  are  given  below. 
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Table  A — Registration  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  premises 

(1) 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the 
year. 

(2) 

Total 
number  of 
registered 
premises 
at  end  of 
year. 

(3) 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general 
inspection 
during  the 
year. 

(4) 

Offices 

1 

24 

1 

Retail  shops 

— 

62 

8 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 
Catering  establishments  open 

— 

3 

— 

to  the  public,  canteens. 

— 

8 

— 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

1 

97 

9 

Table  Id — Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  inspectors 

to  registered  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Table  C — Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  registered 
premises  by  workplace 


Class  of  Workplace 
(1) 

Number  of  persons  employed 
(2) 

Offices 

421 

Retail  Shops 

194 

Wholesale  Depts.,  warehouses  ... 

11 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
the  public 

35 

Gisntccns  •••  •  •  •  •••  •  •  • 

6 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

— 

Total 

667 

Total  Males 

299 

Total  Females  ... 

368 

Table  D — No  exemptions  were  current  at  31st  December, 

1968. 

No  exemptions  were  granted,  extended,  refused 
or  withdrawn  during  the  year. 

Table  E — No  prosecutions  were  instituted  during  the  year. 
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Air  Pollution 

Control  of  Pollution  from  Industrial  Premises 

General  observation  of  smoke  emissions  from  the  coke 
oven  works,  scrap  metal  and  metal  recovery  works  indicated 
an  increase  of  pollution  from  those  sources. 

Observations  on  dark  smoke  emissions  from  the  chim¬ 
neys  and  ovens  at  coke  oven  works,  and  observation  of  black 
smoke  emissions  arising  from  “burning  off”  in  the  scrap  metal 
and  metal  recovery  plants  were  made.  Visits  to  the  coke  works 
and  metal  recovery  works  were  made  with  an  Inspector  under 
the  Alkali  etc.  Works  Regulation  Act.  As  warnings  relating 
to  black  smoke  emissions  from  certain  scrap  yard  premises 
had  been  ignored,  the  Council  gave  warning  that  legal  pro¬ 
ceedings  would  be  taken  if  in  the  future  the  circumstances 
warranted  such  action. 

The  improved  cleanliness  of  the  air  which  has  been 
brought  about  by  the  establishment  of  smoke  control  areas 
affecting  the  residential  areas  of  the  District,  is,  in  my  opinion, 
being  jeopardised  by  the  pollution  from  the  industrial  area  of 
the  District,  and  one  can  have  a  great  deal  of  sympathy  with 
the  occupiers  of  dwellings  in  smoke  control  areas  who  often 
complain  that  the  results  of  their  efforts  to  promote  clean  air 
are  substantially  impaired  by  the  black  smoke  clouds  from 
the  industrial  zone. 

Domestic  Smoke  Control 

Nos.  1,  2  and  3  Smoke  Control  Orders  were  in  operation 
during  the  year.  The  Orders  relate  to  a  total  of  823  acres  and 
1 .443  premises.  Almost  one  third  of  the  area  and  of  the  dwell¬ 
ings  in  the  Urban  District  were  subject  to  smoke  control  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

The  majority  of  the  occupants  of  dwellings  in  the  smoke 
control  area  appeared  to  be  increasingly  willing  to  co-operate 
in  the  efforts  to  obtain  a  cleaner  atmosphere,  but  observation 
of  domestic  chimneys  was  necessary  and  warnings  were  re¬ 
quired  in  a  few  cases  where  coal  was  being  used  as  fuel. 

Some  consideration  was  given  to  the  establishment  of 
additional  smoke  control  areas  but  no  definite  decision  had 
been  taken  by  the  Council  up  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

Measurement  of  Air  Pollution 

Measurement  of  the  degree  of  smoke  and  sulphur  pol¬ 
lution  was  made  by  using  a  combined  daily  smoke  filter  and 
sulphur  dioxide  measuring  apparatus,  and  five  lead  dioxide 
gauges. 
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The  average  sulphur  dioxide  pollution  at  each  of  the  five 
sites  at  which  lead  dioxide  gauges  are  located  is  given  below 
for  each  year  during  the  past  ten  years. 


Mgs*  of  S03  per  day  collected  by  100  sq*  cm*  of  Batch  A  Pb02 


Year 

Sites  of 

Lead  Dioxide 

Gauges 

Wath  Wood 

Park  Lane 

Sewage  W’ks 

Strathmore 

Farfield  Lane 

1959 

3.20 

3.03 

2.61 

1.91 

2.78 

1960 

3.03 

2.85 

2.64 

1.65 

2.97 

1961 

3.02 

2.83 

2.69 

1.61 

2.66 

1962 

2.92 

2.84 

2.35 

1.51 

2.79 

1963 

2.89 

3.54 

2.51 

1.59 

2.32 

1964 

2.64 

3.15 

2.47 

1.35 

2.32 

1965 

2.44 

2.92 

2.24 

1.36 

2.46 

1966 

2.25 

2.35 

1.97 

1.55 

2.17 

1967 

2.57 

2.57 

1.93 

1.60 

2.29 

1968 

2.25 

2.08 

1.75 

1.23 

2.02 

The  particulars  given  above  indicate  that  the  gradual 
decrease  in  sulphur  pollution  which  occurred  from  1959  to 
1966,  and  which  was  not  maintained  in  1967,  continued  again 
during  1968. 


Water  Supply 

The  public  water  supply  for  the  Urban  District  is  pro¬ 
vided  by  Sheffield  Corporation  Waterworks.  The  water  sup¬ 
plied  was  satisfactory  in  quality  and  adequate  in  quantity 
throughout  the  year.  All  the  houses  in  the  District  have  a 
piped  supply  of  water  from  the  public  mains  directly  into  the 
houses. 

The  following  information  has  kindly  been  supplied  by 
the  General  Manager  and  Engineer  of  the  Waterworks  : 

1.  Nature  and  Origin  of  Water  Supply 

Yorkshire  Derwent.  River  derived,  lime-soda  softened. 

filtered  and  chlorinated. 

2.  Natural  Fluoride  Content 

0.2  -  0.3  p.p.m.  F. 
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3.  Number  of  Samples  of  Water  Examined 


Chemical 

Plumbo-Solvency 

Bacteriological 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 
factory 
(lead  greater 
than  0.05 
p.p.m.) 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

52 

Nil 

24 

Nil 

52 

Nil 

4.  Bacteriological  examination  of  Raw  and  final  treated 
water 


Raw  Water 

Final  Treated  Water 

Number  of 
samples 
examined 

Number 

containing 

Coliform 

organisms 

Number 
containing 
E.  Coli  I 

Number 
of  samples 
examined 

Number 

containing 

Coliform 

organisms 

Number 
containing 
E.  Coli  I 

52 

51 

47 

252 

4 

NIL 

Public  Swimming  Baths 

Samples  of  water  from  the  public  swimming  bath  were 
taken  on  8  occasions  during  the  year  and  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination,  and  the  reports 
received  are  summarised  as  follows  : 


(a)  Samples  taken  for  Bacteriological  Examination 


Number  of  samples 

Number  containing 

Number  containing 

examined 

Coliform  Organisms 

Bact.  Coli  (Type  1) 

in  100  ml. 

16  1 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Samples  Submitted  for  Test  for  Free  Chlorine  and 
pH  Value 


Number  of 
samples 
examined 

Free  Chlorine  Content 

pH  Value 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

16 

5 

11 

6 

10 

Breakpoint  chlorination  of  swimming  bath  water  was 
in  operation  and  samples  were  considered  to  be  satisfactory 
if  the  free  chlorine  content  was  between  1  and  2  parts  per 
million  and  the  pH  Value  between  7  and  8. 
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A  number  of  complaints  were  received  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year  from  some  bathers  who  complained  of  smarting 
eyes  after  swimming  in  the  baths.  The  unsatisfactory  reports 
referred  to  above  on  the  chlorine  content  and  pH  value 
indicated  that  there  were  probably  good  reasons  for  the  com¬ 
plaints  and  considerable  investigation  and  effort  on  the  part 
of  all  concerned  was  necessary  to  eliminate  all  possible  causes. 


SECTION  “D” 

HOUSING 

Very  little  progress  was  made  during  the  year  in  deal¬ 
ing  with  unfit  houses  scheduled  for  action  under  the  Council’s 
slum  clearance  programme.  A  list  of  houses  was  submitted  for 
consideration  by  the  Council  but  action  was  deferred  pending 
re-examination  of  the  Council’s  house  building  programme. 

In  view  of  the  Council’s  decision  to  defer  further  action 
on  slum  clearance  it  was  only  possible  to  submit  reports  on 
three  unfit  houses  on  which  the  Council  was  prepared  to  take 
action  during  the  year. 

Work  in  connection  with  the  clearance  of  unfit  houses 
during  the  year  consisted  mainly  in  dealing  with  the  65  houses 
included  in  three  clearance  areas  declared  the  previous  year 
in  respect  of  which  compulsory  purchase  orders  had  been 
made  by  the  Council.  No  objections  were  raised  by  the  owners 
to  two  of  the  compulsory  purchase  orders  and  they  were  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  Minister.  An  objection  to  the  inclusion  of  one 
house  in  one  compulsory  purchase  order  resulted  in  the  holding 
of  a  public  local  enquiry.  The  Order  was  confirmed  by  the 
Minister  later  in  the  year. 

The  occupants  of  the  houses  included  in  Nos.  16  and  17 
Doncaster  Road  Clearance  Areas  were  re-housed  during  the 
year  as  were  also  most  of  the  occupants  of  houses  in  the 
Littlemoor  Road  Clearance  Area. 

The  clearance  of  unfit  houses  creates  difficulties  which 
are  not  easily  overcome.  The  proper  sealing  off  of  drainage, 
water,  gas  and  electricity  services  and  the  proper  clearance 
and  tidying  of  the  site  seem  to  be  the  least  important  in  the 
minds  of  demolition  contractors  generally.  Trouble  has  already 
arisen  from  disused  drains  not  properly  sealed.  The  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  practice  whereby  the  disused  drains  and  other 
disused  services  are  sealed  off  before  demolition  of  the  building 
is  commenced,  is  desirable. 
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Two  privately  owned  houses  which  had  been  severely 
damaged  by  mining  subsidence  were  demolished  during  the 
year. 


Housing  statistics  are  as  follows  : 

1.  No.  of  dwellinghouses  in  District  ...  ...  5,534 

2.  No.  of  houses  included  in  above 

(a)  Back-to-back  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  Single  back  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

3.  Slum  clearance 

Estimated  number  of  unfit  houses  at  31.12.68  in  respect 
of  which  no  representation  has  yet  been  made  460 

Details  of  future  slum  clearance  programmes — 
Clearance  of  210  houses  over  period  of  next  4  years. 

4.  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  and  Unfit  Houses  elsewhere 

No.  of  houses  included  in  Representations  made  during 
the  year 

(a)  In  Clearance  Areas  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Individual  unfit  houses  ...  ...  ...  3 
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IN  OR 

Unfit  for  human 

Number  of  houses 

Nil 

ADJOINING 

habitation 

Number  of 

CLEARANCE 

separate  dwellings 

AREAS 
declared  under 

contained  therein 

Nil 

Section  42  of 

Included  by  reason  of 

Number  of  houses 

Nil 

the  Hsg.  Act 

bad  arrangement 

Number  of 

u 
f z 

1957 

separate  dwellings 

Cj 

contained  therein 

Nil 

CJ 

JZ 

On  land  acquired  under 

Number  of  houses 

Nil 

Section  43  (2)  Housing 

Number  of 

03 

c 

Act  1957 

separate  dwellings 

U 

contained  therein 

Nil 

”0 

As  a  result  of  formal  or  in- 

Number  of  houses 

24 

i— i 

to 

formal  procedure  under 

Number  of 

X 

Section  16  or  Section  17 

separate  dwellings 

c/5 

(1)  Housing  Act  1957 

contained  therein 

24 

■J 

NOT 

O 

2 

to 

Q 

Local  authority  owned 

Number  of  houses 

14 

IN  OR 

houses  certified  unfit  by 

Number  of 

ADJOINING 

the  Medical  Officer  of 

separate  dwellings 

Health 

contained  therein 

14 

to 

CO 

CLEARANCE 

Houses  unfit  for  human 

Number  of  houses 

Nil 

X 

habitation  where  action  has 

Number  of 

o 

T 

AREAS 

been  taken  under  local  Acts 

separate  dwellings 

4h 

contained  therein 

Nil 

Houses  included  in  unfit- 

Number  of  houses 

Nil 

<c 

ness  orders  made  under 

Number  of 

para  2  of  the  Second  Sched- 

separate  dwellings 

ule  to  the  Land  Compen¬ 
sation  Act  1961 

contained  therein 

Nil 

Number  of  separate  dwellings  included  above 

Reported  as  closed  up  to 

which  were  previously  reported  as  closed 

31st  December  1967 

Nil 

Reported  as  closed  since 
31st  December  1967 

Nil 

t/) 

s°? 

Under  Sections 

16  (4),  17  (1)  and  35  (1) 

Number  of  houses 

2 

Housing  Act  1957  and  Section  26  Hsg.  Act  1961 

Number  of 

— 

W  2  cG 

J  §  c 
u  5  « 

u.  T3 

CO  3  C 

H  a  : 

S.g  h 

J  o 

separate  dwellings 
contained  therein 

2 

Under  Sections  17(3)  and  26  Housing  Act  1 957 

Number  of  houses 

Nil 

0  S 

2  «  «« 

Number  of 

X  t>  »- 

>>  ii 

r  .  “ 

separate  dwellings 

H  d  u 

E  -5  ° 

contained  therein 

Nil 

Z  60  5? 

D  .S  -5 

c  sc 

PARTS  OF  BUILDINGS  CLOSED  under 

•  a  J2 

ffl  T)  U 

Section  18  Housing  Act  1957 

Number  of  dwellings 

Nil 

M-l 

0  «  o* 

From  houses  to  be  demolished  in  or  adjoining  clearance  areas 

95 

CO  G 

uo  C 

43  l— )  3 

From  houses  to  be  demolished  not  in  or  adjoining  clearance  areas 

36 

jQ  -n  »- 

c  «  u  n 

5  c  _  k 

3  0^3  >v 

From  houses  to  be  closed 

Nil 

7  w  d) 

U  u 

43  nj 

U0*  a 

From  parts  of  buildings  to  be  closed 

Nil 
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»  03 

«  C 

°Qi 

•  "O  *- 
0  w  ra 

—  T3 
*2  4» 

•  6  u 
Q  raJS 

tu  a 


From  houses  to  be  demolished  in  or  adjoining  clearance  areas 
From  houses  to  be  demolished  not  in  or  adjoining  clearance  areas 
From  houses  to  be  closed 
From  parts  of  buildings  to  be  closed 
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Nil 


Nil 


on 

Hi 

on 

§fc 

r  Q 

7  < 


Hi 


After  informal  action  by  local  authority 
After  formal  notice  under  Sections  9  and  16 
Housing  Act  1957 

After  formal  notice  under  Public  Health  Acts 


(a) 

(b) 


by  owner 

by  owner 

by  local 
authority 


F.  HOUSES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  REMEDIED 

(other  than  unfit  houses  made  fit).  After  formal  notice  under 
Public  Health  Acts 


z 

~ '  txJ  . — . 

8  3  2 

OS  u* 
x<< 

330 

b 


o  >> 

“Se 

JE-  P 


POSITION 

AT 

END 

OF 

YEAR 


Retained 

for 

temporary 

accommoda¬ 

tion 


Under  Section  48 


Under  Section  17  (2) 


Under  Section  46 


Number  of  houses 

Number  of 
separate  dwellings 
contained  therein 

Number  of  houses 

Number  of 
separate  dwellings 
contained  therein 

Number  of  houses 

Number  of 
separate  dwellings 
contained  therein 


Licensed  for  temporary  accommodation  under  Section  34 
or  53  Number  of  houses 


Houses  in  clearance  areas  other  than  those  included 
in  confirmed  or  compulsory  purchase  orders 


Number  of  houses 

Number  of 
occupants 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


After  modification  or  revocation  of  a  clearance  order  under  Section  24 
Housing  Act  1961 

After  determination  of  a  demolition  order  under  Section  24  Housing 
Act  1957 

After  determination  of  a  closing  order  under  Section  27  Housing  Act  1957 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


15 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


5.  No.  of  families  rehoused  during  the  year  into  Council 
owned  dwellings 

(a)  Clearance  Areas,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  41 

(b)  Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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6.  Overcrowding 

There  is  little,  if  any,  serious  overcrowding  of  dwellings 
in  the  Area. 

7.  New  Dwellings 

No.  of  new  dwellings  completed  during  the  year — 

By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  196 

By  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  ...  26 

8.  Grants  for  conversion  or  improvement  of  housing 
accommodation 


Formal 
applications 
received  during 
the  year 

Applications 
approved 
during  the 
year 

Number  of 
dwellings 
completed 

Number  of 
dwellings 

Number  of 
dwellings 

during  the 
year 

(a)  Conversions.  (The 
number  of  dwell¬ 
ings  is  the  number 
resulting  from  com¬ 
pletion  of  the 
work). 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Improvements. 

61 

50 

37 

9.  Details  of  Advances  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  or 
constructing  houses 

Loans  are  granted  by  the  Council  in  approved  cases  for 
the  purpose  of  acquiring  houses. 


SECTION  “E” 

SERVICES  UNDER  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

Slaughterhouses  and  Inspection  of  Meat 

One  licensed  slaughterhouse  was  in  operation  during 
the  year.  The  carcases  and  offal  of  all  the  animals  slaughtered 
there  were  inspected  in  accordance  with  the  Meat  Inspection 
Regulations.  An  inspection  of  and  report  on  the  slaughter¬ 
house  premises  were  made  prior  to  the  Council  s  decision  to 
renew  the  licence. 
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In  addition  to  the  inspection  of  carcases  and  offals  for 
the  purpose  of  ensuring  the  sale  of  meat  which  is  free  from 
disease,  inspections  of  the  slaughterhouse  premises  and  the 
slaughtering  operations  were  carried  out  particularly  with  a 
view  to  ensuring  hygienic  conditions  and  practices  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  production  of  meat  for  human  consumption. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  by  the  Council  against 
the  occupiers  of  the  premises  for  failure  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  certain  hygiene  regulations  and  fines  totalling 
£270  were  imposed  by  the  Court.  Further  reports  of  failure  to 
comply  with  the  regulations  resulted  in  the  Council  again  in¬ 
stituting  legal  proceedings.  These  were  heard  early  in  1969 
when  fines  totalling  £500  were  imposed  in  respect  of  infringe¬ 
ments  of  the  hygiene  and  prevention  of  cruelty  regulations. 

In  connection  with  meat  inspection  duties,  co-operation 
continued  with  the  Veterinary  Department  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  in  efforts  to  eradicate  tuber¬ 
culosis  in  cattle,  and  any  suspected  tuberculosis  lesions  found 
on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  in  the  slaughterhouse 
were  notified  to  that  Department. 


31 


Particulars  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  and 
fresh  killed  meat  condemned  during  the  year  ended  31st  Dec¬ 
ember,  1968  : 


Cattle 

exclud¬ 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

1789 

289 

5 

8973 

— 

— 

Number  inspected 

1789 

289 

5 

8973 

— 

— 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

2 

3 

45 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

753 

163 

1 

898 

- 

_ 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci 

42-2% 

56-4% 

80  0% 

10  5% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

_ 

- 

- 

_ 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

1 

-**• 

_____ 

___ 

_ 

— 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

_ A 

0-006% 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

1 

10 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

1 

- 

— 

— 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - - 

All  the  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 
was  stained  with  a  green  dye,  and  was  then  collected  b\  an 
animal  by-products  manufacturer  for  removal  to  his  premises 
for  processing. 

The  approximate  weight  of  the  food  condemned  at  the 
slaughterhouse  was  7  tons  16  cwts. 
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Slaughter  of  Animals — Prevention  of  Cruelty 

Licences  were  issued  to  15  persons  during  the  year 
authorising  them  to  slaughter  or  stun  animals  in  a  slaughter¬ 
house.  The  licences  require  humane  methods  of  slaughter  to 
be  practised  using  a  captive  bolt  slaughtering  instrument.  Only 
3  of  the  licence  holders  are  actually  engaged  regularly  in 
slaughtering  operations  in  this  Council’s  area. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  considered 
reports  concerning  alleged  contraventions  of  regulations  Nos. 
3(d);  6;  9(b)  and  12  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention 
of  Cruelty)  Regulations,  1958,  and  authorised  the  institution 
of  legal  proceedings  in  respect  of  these. 

Inspection  of  Other  Food 

Two  complaints  were  received  at  the  office  with  respect 
to  the  sale  of  food  unfit  for  human  consumption.  One  complaint 
concerned  a  tin  of  corned  beef  and  the  other  a  bottle  of  milk. 
In  both  cases  written  warnings  were  given  by  the  Council  to 
the  retailers  concerned. 

The  undermentioned  foodstuffs  were  condemned  on  in¬ 
spection  at  foodshops.  The  food  was  surrendered  voluntarily 
by  the  owners  and  was  then  collected  by  the  refuse  collection 
department  and  buried  at  the  Council’s  refuse  tip. 


Articles 

Number  of  cans,  jars, 
bottles  or  packets 

Weight  (lbs.) 

Frozen  vegetables 

53 

13 

Canned  meat 

27 

49 

Frozen  fish  . 

53 

48 

Frozen  meat 

36 

48 

Ice  cream  . 

97 

13 

Miscellaneous 

frozen  foods  ... 

53 

28 

Totals  . 

319 

199 

These  foodstuffs  were  condemned  mainly  because  of 
deterioration  following  the  breakdown  of  frozen  food  cabinets 
in  shop  premises. 
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Food  Premises 

The  number  of  various  types  of  food  premises  in  the 


District  are  as  follows  : 

Grocers  and  General  Dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Fish  friers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Restaurants  and  cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Works  canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

School  canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Clubs  and  Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 


Total  121 


Food  premises  registered  under  section  16  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955  are  : 

(a)  For  the  sale  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

(b)  For  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages, 

or  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food  ...  13 

Dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 

Regulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

50  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  during  the  year, 

for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  compliance  with  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  and  of  preventing  the  sale  of  unfit  foodstuffs. 

The  visits  included  visits  to  domestic  premises  which 
were  being  used  for  the  sale  of  food  as  such  premises  are  sub¬ 
ject  to  inspection  as  are  shops  used  for  the  sale  of  food. 

Milk  and  Dairies — Samples  of  Milk 

Four  samples  of  milk  were  purchased  from  retail  milk 
purveyors  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Laboratory  for  the  ring 
test  for  presence  of  Brucella  abortus  and  methylene  test  for 
bacteriological  quality.  Two  of  the  samples  failed  the  methylene 
blue  test  and  the  producer  concerned  was  notified  of  those 
results. 

Hawkers  of  Food 

23  persons  are  registered  with  the  Council  as  hawkers 
of  food  within  the  Urban  District  and  inspections  of  some  of 
the  vehicles  used  for  the  sale  of  food  were  carried  out  during 
the  year. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  following  statement  with  respect  to  the  work  done 
in  connection  with  refuse  collection  and  disposal  refers  to  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1968. 


Particulars  of  receptacles  emptied  and  loads  of  refuse  removed  : 


Type  of  receptacles  emptied 

Number 

Emptied 

Number  of 
loads  of  refuse 

Dustbins 

275,444 

1.973* 

Dry  ashpits 

11 

10 

Trade  refuse  bins 

5,214 

157* 

Waste  paper  and  cardboard  ... 

— 

42 

Total  number  of  loads  collected 

— 

2,183 

Particulars  relating  to  the  disposal  of  refuse  : 

No.  of  Loads 


House  and  trade  refuse  delivered  at  tip  ...  ...  2,163 

Refuse  delivered  at  tip  by  private  owners  ...  ...  839 

Refuse  delivered  at  tip  by  Engineer  &  Surveyor’s 

Department  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  546 

Refuse  delivered  at  tip  by  W.R.C.C.  (Highways)  6 

Salvage  from  shops  delivered  at  Skin  Yard  Depot  20 

Total  number  of  loads  disposed  of  ...  ...  3,574 


Estimated  weight  of  materials  disposed  of  at  tip — 6,074  tons. 

Particulars  of  materials  which  were  salvaged  from  refuse  and 
sold  : 


Materials  sold 

Weight 

Waste  paper  and 

tons 

cwts  qrs 

lbs 

cardboard  . 

11 

11  — 

— 

Non  ferrous  metals 

— 

—  — 

— 

Totals  . 

11 

11 

— 

35 


The  Council's  standard  for  refuse  collection  is  the 
removal  of  house  refuse  from  all  premises  in  the  District  once 
each  week.  This  was  not  achieved  during  the  early  part  of 
the  year  but  a  weekly  collection  was  maintained  in  the  later 
months.  A  new  replacement  refuse  collection  vehicle  assisted 
in  promoting  the  improvement. 

The  paper  sack  system  of  refuse  storage  was  introduced 
on  the  completion  of  184  houses  in  the  central  area  housing 
scheme  and,  on  the  whole,  has  proved  satisfactory  in  operation. 
The  Council  authorised  the  introduction  of  a  pilot  scheme  to 
test  the  use  of  paper  sacks  as  dustbin  liners,  but  this  was  not 
put  into  operation  during  the  year. 

The  collection  of  garden  refuse  continued  to  present 
problems  and  the  Council  ultimately  fixed  a  standard  which 
provided  for  limited  quantities  of  light  garden  refuse  to  be 
collected  free  with  the  normal  refuse  collection  service,  with 
provision  for  larger  quantities  to  be  removed  by  special  arrange¬ 
ment  and  on  payment  of  appropriate  charges. 

A  refuse  disposal  point  at  which  householders  could 
themselves  deposit  refuse  was  set  up  adjoining  the  highway 
in  Wet  Moor  Lane  at  the  Council’s  refuse  tip.  This  has  proved 
useful  and  should  reduce  indiscriminate  dumping  of  refuse. 
Regular  and  frequent  attention  is  required  to  keep  the  refuse 
disposal  point  tidy.  Fencing  and  notice  boards  have  been 
subjected  to  damage  by  vandals  and  continued  effort  is  nec¬ 
essary  to  maintain  a  refuse  disposal  point  which  can  be 
satisfactorily  used  by  householders  wishing  to  dispose  of  their 
owns  urplus  refuse. 

Removal  and  disposal  of  abandoned  motor  vehicles  was 
undertaken  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Civic 
Amenities  Act.  Where  possible  the  owners  of  unlicensed  old 
vehicles  were  traced  and  requested  to  remove  and  dispose  of 
the  vehicles  themselves.  Where  such  action  failed,  the  vehicles 
were  removed  to  a  local  scrap  yard  by  the  Council.  Exercising 
the  procedure  relating  to  abandoned  motor  vehicles  was  found 
to  be  very  time  consuming.  Owners  of  vehicles  could  save  much 
public  expense  if,  at  the  end  of  a  vehicle’s  useful  life,  they 
would  arrange  for  it  to  be  removed  to  a  scrap  yard  whilst  it 
was  in  such  a  condition  that  it  could  be  driven  or  towed  there 
and  did  not  require  action  by  the  Council  and  the  use  of  lifting 
and  carrying  equipment  for  its  removal. 

With  the  introduction  of  smoke  control  areas  there  has 
been  an  increasing  need  for  the  provision  of  suitable  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  storage,  collection  and  disposal  of  soiled  pads 
and  dressings  in  cases  of  domiciliary  confinements  and  sickness. 
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In  a  few  instances  refuse  sack  holders  have  been  loaned  and 
polythene  refuse  sacks  issued  with  a  once  or  twice  weekly 
collection  of  the  disposable  polythene  sack  and  contents.  A  gas 
fired  incinerator  was  installed  at  the  Council’s  depot  during  the 
year  for  the  incineration  of  the  materials  collected. 

Disposal  of  refuse  continued  during  the  year  by  tipping 
at  the  Council’s  refuse  tip.  Mechanical  equipment  was  used 
to  control  the  tip  and  no  nuisances  from  insect  pests  or  vermin 
occurred  during  the  year.  The  burning  of  refuse  on  the  tip  is 
not  practised  and  steps  are  taken  in  co-operation  with  the  West 
Riding  Fire  Service  to  extinguish  any  fires  which  occur  acci¬ 
dentally.  The  conditions  at  the  tip  were  in  need  of  improvement 
by  the  use  of  more  suitable  inert  covering  material  for  refuse 
and  better  consolidation,  grading  and  covering  of  tip  banks. 
The  provision  of  improved  mechanical  equipment  for  use  at 
the  tip  was  suggested  in  order  to  achieve  that  improvement. 

Domestic  chattels  discarded  by  one  person  may  be  useful 
to  another.  In  a  few  instances  useful  house  furnishings  were 
taken  into  store  instead  of  to  the  tip,  and  were  issued  for  the 
use  of  needy  families. 

This,  being  my  last  annual  report,  I  am,  in  addition  to 
making  a  report  on  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s 
Department  during  1968,  also  briefly  reviewing  the  changes 
in  the  duties  of  the  Department  and  some  of  the  improvements 
resulting  from  the  work  of  the  Council  during  the  past  34  years. 

When  writing  reports  annually  the  progress  made 
appears  to  be  very  slow  and  there  is  little  difference  in  the 
reports  between  one  year  and  the  next.  A  look  at  the  changes 
over  a  period  of  34  years,  however,  does  show  where  progress 
has  been  made. 

When  I  came  to  Wath-upon-Dearne  at  the  beginning 
of  1935,  the  conversion  of  privies  to  waterclosets  had  almost 
been  completed.  Attention  was  then  directed  to  the  abatement 
of  overcrowding,  which  was  at  that  time  a  matter  of  some 
concern  throughout  the  country,  the  repair,  reconditioning  or 
demolition  of  unfit  houses,  and  the  paving  of  common  yards, 
among  other  efforts  to  improve  the  environment. 

Slum  clearance  efforts  were  increased  by  making  demo¬ 
lition  orders  on  55  dwellings  in  1935.  The  condition  of  the  old 
houses  dealt  with  at  that  time  was  much  worse  than  that  of 
the  houses  currently  included  in  the  slum  clearance  programme. 
About  500  unfit  houses  have  been  demolished  since  1935,  about 
400  of  those  since  1959.  Some  2,200  new  dwellings  have  been 
provided  in  the  District  to  replace  those  demolished,  reduce 
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overcrowding  and  provide  for  an  increase  of  about  1,750  in 
the  population  since  1935;  approximately  one  additional  new 
house  for  each  extra  person.  The  improved  housing  accom¬ 
modation  has,  no  doubt,  removed  many  of  the  danqers  to 
health  which  existed  in  1935. 

Meat  inspection  work  consisted  of  calling  at  about  9 
small  slaughterhouses,  as  most  of  the  butchers  then  still  used 
a  slaughterhouse  adjoining  the  shop.  A  large  proportion  of 
cattle  were  infected  with  tuberculosis  to  some  degree  resulting 
in  substantial  quantities  of  meat  being  condemned.  Today,  all 
those  small  slaughterhouses  have  either  been  demolished  or 
are  disused  and  meat  retailers  draw  their  supplies  from  an 
abattoir  or  the  wholesale  slaughterhouse.  Cases  of  tuberculosis 
in  cattle  are  now  rare,  a  higher  standard  of  meat  inspection 
is  operated  and  there  is  much  less  risk  of  diseased  meat  reach¬ 
ing  the  consumer. 

The  infectious  diseases,  diptheria  and  scarlet  fever  were 
prevalent.  293  cases  were  investigated  in  1935  and  duties  in 
connection  with  arrangements  for  removal  of  patients  to  hos¬ 
pital  or  isolation  of  patients  at  home,  disinfection  and  other 
efforts  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases  took  up 
much  time.  Today,  of  course,  those  particular  infectious  diseases 
are  almost  unknown. 

The  term  “clean  air”  had  not  been  brought  into  common 
use  in  1935,  and  smoke  abatement  consisted  of  efforts  to  reduce 
the  long  black  smoke  clouds  emitted  from  the  chimneys  at  the 
collieries  where  batteries  of  hand  fired  boilers  burning  poor 
quality  coal  were  operated.  Those  particular  sources  of  pol¬ 
lution  have  disappeared,  but  unfortunately  they  have  been 
replaced  by  black  smoke  clouds  from  the  coke  oven  plant,  and 
from  scrap  metal  recovery  works  which  have  been  established 
in  the  District.  A  major  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  the 
air  has  however  been  brought  about  by  the  introduction  of 
domestic  smoke  control  by  means  of  the  establishment  of 
smoke  control  areas.  The  really  poisonous  “smogs”  which 
occurred  in  the  1930’s  seem  to  have  disappeared  entirely. 
Although  only  about  one  third  of  the  smoke  control  area 
programme  has  been  brought  into  operation  in  this  District, 
the  benefits  of  cleaner  air  are  readily  perceived. 

Vermin  infested  dwellings  were  common  in  1935,  both 
bed-bugs  and  fleas  being  frequently  encountered  during  housing 
inspections.  Overcrowded  bedrooms  provided  both  the  har¬ 
bourage  and  food  supply  favouring  severe  bed-bug  infest¬ 
ations.  Today,  searching  for  an  infested  house  would  be  like 
looking  for  a  needle  in  a  haystack.  The  improvement  in  housing 
accommodation  and  the  increased  efficiency  of  modern  in¬ 
secticides.  have  probably,  among  other  factors,  been  responsible 
for  the  reduced  infestation.  Rats  and  mice  are  still  with  us 
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in  spite  of  the  improvement  in  methods  of  dealing  with  in¬ 
festations  following  scientific  investigation  of  the  problem  by 
the  rodent  infestation  department  of  the  Ministry  of  Agri¬ 
culture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  The  infestations  are  however, 
minor  rather  than  major  ones,  and  are  more  easily  and  suc¬ 
cessfully  dealt  with  by  modern  methods. 

The  character  of  house  refuse  and  methods  of  refuse 
storage  and  collection  have  changed  considerably  over  the 
years.  A  refuse  collector's  job  has  altered  from  that  of 
shovelling  out  filth  and  ashes  from  a  privy  ashpit  to  the  much 
cleaner  duty  of  carrying  away  domestic  waste  materials  in 
a  polythene  or  paper  sack.  New  problems  have  arisen  from 
time  to  time  in  connection  with  the  collection  and  disposal  of 
refuse.  The  work  has  changed  from,  for  example,  the  conditions 
under  which  it  operated  during  the  war  years  when  every 
scrap  of  paper  and  all  useful  materials  were  salvaged  for 
further  use  and  litter  was  almost  non-existent,  to  the  present 
day  efforts  to  cope  with  the  collection  and  disposal  of  the 
considerable  quantities  of  packaging  materials,  obsolete  dom¬ 
estic  appliances,  furniture,  furnishings  and  other  readily 
discarded  domestic  articles  with  the  consequent  litter  and 
wayside  rubbish  dumps. 

Early  morning  visits  to  farms  to  check  the  standard  of 
cleanliness  operating  in  milk  production  are  no  longer  the 
responsibility  of  the  department,  but  new  duties  such  as  noise 
abatement,  improvement  of  dwellings,  air  pollution  measure¬ 
ment,  domestic  smoke  control,  inspection  of  office  and  shop 
premises,  dealing  with  the  problems  of  itinerant  caravan 
dwellers  and  the  collection  and  disposal  of  abandoned  motor 
vehicles  have  arisen  in  recent  years. 

Looking  back  at  the  environmental  conditions  which 
existed  in  1935,  and  viewing  those  in  which  we  live  in  1969,  I 
have  no  doubt  that  for  many  residents  of  the  Urban  District 
they  have  been  considerably  improved.  If  more  members  of  the 
public  could  realise  and  would  believe  that  members  and 
officers  of  the  Council  are  sincere  in  their  desire  and  efforts 
to  make  the  District  a  pleasant  place  in  which  to  live,  and 
would  co-operate  with  and  assist  the  Council  in  its  work,  the 
desired  improvements  would  be  more  quickly  realised. 

May  I  close  my  report  with  an  expression  of  thanks  to 
the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council,  to  Dr.  D.  J.  Cusiter, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  and  other  officers  of  the  Council,  and  to  all  those 
who  during  my  term  of  office,  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
working  with  in  the  service  of  the  community. 

W.  W.  Wilkinson, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

26th  August.  1969. 
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Diseases 

Scarlet  Fever 

Measles 

TOTALS 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


No.  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1968 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  35 

16 

51 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  ...  4 

5 

9 

39  21  60 


No-  Removed  from  Register  during  1968 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 
M.  F.  M.  F.  Total 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  —  —  —  —  — 

Others  (cured,  re-diagnosed, 

transfers  of  area  etc.)  ...  6  3  3  —  12 

6  3  3  _12 


Additions  to  Register  during  1968 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 


Non-Pulmonary 

M.  F.  Total 


New  Notifications 


3 


Others  (cases  restored  to  Register, 
transfers,  etc)  ...  ...  2 


3 


3  2  1 


6 


New  Notifications 


Age  Groups  : 
25-44 
45-64 


Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 
M.  F.  M.  F.  Total 

11  —  —  2 


11  1_3 
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